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GUARD YOUR TONGUE!

At Least a Sigh

A businessman from Warsaw
once handed the Chafetz Chaim a
list of his seforim that he wished to
buy. After taking a quick glance at
the list, the Chafetz Chaim asked
him, fil notice that you ordered
every one of my seforim except the
Chafetz Chaim 1 the laws of Lashon
Harah. Why did you leave out such
an important work?0

fil really would like to buy that
sefer also,0 was the reply. iBut lim
afraid to. You see, | come in contact
with many people every day, and in
my position itls impossible for me not
to speak and hear Lashon Harah.o

filim fully aware of that problem,o
said the Chafetz Chaim. fil have
even spoken to Reb Israel Salanter
about it. He told me, dlt is worthwhile
for someone to read your sefer on
Lashon Harah even if the only result
will be a sigh when he completes

it.d0
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SERVING HASHEM SOLELY IN JOY!
(BY RABBI DAVID HANANIA PINTO SHLITA)

will keep for you the covenant and the kindness that

He swore to your fatherso (Deuteronomy 7:12). We

know what the Sages have taught, namely that the
term veyehi denotes trouble, whereas vehaya denotes joy (see
Bereshith Rabba 42:3). In the Shema it is written: AAnd it will be
[vehaya], if you will diligently obey My commandmentsél will
give rain for your land in its proper timed (Deuteronomy 11:13-
14). Here too we have a term that denotes joy. This means that
there is joy in serving G-d, and that the Torah and its mitzvot are
performed in the joy of being able to serve such a great King.
This attitude brings us an abundance of good from the Creator.
In this weekis parsha as well, if the Children of Israel observe
all the mitzvot of Hashem in joy, He will protect them from all
illnesses and they will succeed in everything they do.

On the other hand, we need to realize that the opposite
may also happen. That is, evil decrees come upon the world
when joy is lacking in the service of Hashem, as it is written:
fiBecause you did not serve the L-RD your G-d amid gladness
and goodness of heartd (Deuteronomy 28:47). To what can
this be compared? It is like the useless pursuits of this world,
for when someone wins the lottery, he becomes ecstatic even
before receiving or seeing his money. In fact he already begins
to plan what he is going to do with so much money. Similarly,
and to an even greater extent, a person should constantly
rejoice at being able to perform numerous mitzvot and merit
eternal good in the World to Come. There are also many mitzvot
whose rewards are given is this world, as the Sages have
mentioned (Peah 1:1).

Examining the opening verse in this weekis parsha, we see
that the Torah indicates that the joy which must accompany a
mitzvah need not apply just for great or exceptional mitzvot,
ones that rarely present themselves to us. Instead, the parsha
is speaking about all mitzvot, including those described as eikev
(iheelo), meaning the ones a person tends to trample on, as
Rashi explains in citing the Sages (Yalkut Shimoni, Tehillim 758).
These too must be carried out in joy, as the Mishnah states:
iBe as careful of a minor mitzvah as of a major one, for you do
not know the reward given for the mitzvotd (Perkei Avoth 2:1).
Therefore even a mitzvah that seems unimportant to a person,
one that he may trample on, is very important in the eyes of
Hashem. The proofis that the Torah does not allude to the reward
of performing mitzvot.

If a person were to ask: What is the best way to perform a
mitzvah in joy if it is one that people tend to do out of habit? The
answer is to think about how the material world operates, and
then to draw a lesson from it that we can apply to performing such
mitzvot. For example, although people earn money each day,
does anyone ever say that they donit enjoy their money because
they earn it on a daily basis? Obviously not! As the Sages have
said on the verse, filt is a sorry task that G-d has given to the
sons of man with which to be concernedd (Ecclesiastes 1:13):
fiThis is the nature of wealth. & If one has a hundred, he wants
to turn them into two hundredd (Kohelet Rabba 1:32). The more
a personis wealth increases, the happier he becomes, even if
he becomes wealthier each and every day.

is written, AAnd it will be [vehaya], because you will
| thearken to these ordinances&the L-RD your G-d

If such is the case for frivolous pursuits, of which a person
brings nothing with him in the World to Come, how much
more does it apply for mitzvot that he brings with him in the
World to Come T mitzvot that are eternal, and whose reward
cannot possibly be given in this world alone? He should
obviously rejoice to no end in performing them, even though
he is constantly doing so out of habit. In fact mitzvot protect
a person in this world and in the World to Come after his
death. When one repects on this fact, his heart will be ylled
with inynite joy, and he will run to perform all the easy mitzvot
with joy and enthusiasm.

The book Pituchei Chotam, from the holy kabbalist Rabbi
Yaakov Abutzteira, offers an explanation for why Parsha
Eikev is juxtaposed to Parsha Rejeh. He states that when
a person repects on his end (for eikev denotes the end)
and sees (roeh) the day of death, he will put an effort into
observing mitzvot and the blessing, as the Sages have said:
fiRepent one day before your deathd (Perkei Avoth 2:10).
Thus: Look at the end (refeh eikev) of your life and see what
will happen to you.

This requires an explanation, for a person is liable to
become depressed when thinking about the day of death.
Therefore how can he fulyll vehaya, which denotes joy, and
perform mitzvot in joy, as we explained earlier?

Yet itis precisely when we realize that all the possessions
of this world are but vanities T that only Torah and mitzvot
are precious and eternal, and that this world is but a corridor
before the palace of the World to Come (Perkei Avoth 4:16)
T that we will have no reason for sadness when repecting
upon our end. Man must die in the corridor in order to enter
eternal life in the palace, where the soul can shine only
through Torah and mitzvot.

In fact the reverse is true; Thinking about death will lead a
person to unlimited joy, as it is written: AYour righteousness
will go before you, and the glory of the L-RD will gather you
ind (Isaiah 58:8) and, fiHow great is Your goodness that You
have stored away for those who fear Youd (Psalms 31:20).

I have had the opportunity to explain just how terrifying it
is for a person to picture himself standing, after his death,
before the Celestial Court. The books will be opened, and
he will be told that he never prayed, fulylled the mitzvah of
teyllin, the mitzvah of Shabbat, and so on. Hearing this, he
will protest and cry out that he observed every Shabbat, put
on teyllin, and prayed with the community. He will then be
told, filt is true that you did all these things. However you did
not perform them with joy. On the contrary, you performed
them in sadness and without concentration.

This is what the verse is saying: When we perform a
mitzvah with joy (vehaya), this will bring about good things.
In the same way that a person desires food and drink, how
much more should he desire Torah and mitzvot, which are
eternal possessions. He should certainly desire them and
fulyll them in joy!







