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The Torah calls Pesach “the Festival of Freedom.”
The word “matzah” also means “strife.” When we came out 

of Egypt and became the Chosen Nation of the Creator, strife was 
created between us and the other nations, who were jealous of our 

status.
Those of us who live in Eretz Yisrael have experienced this strife in the most 

graphic way over the last six months. We are threatened in the streets we walk, 
and fear and confusion grips us in our houses.
It is vital for us to remember that “not only one has stood against us to destroy 
us.” These attackers are not the first to harm us; they do not have the ‘first rights’ 
to the strife represented by the matzah. We are reassured by the promise that 
concerning these and all those who preceded them: “Hakadosh Baruch Hu will 
save us from their hands.”
Pesach, the festival of freedom, is the time when we can more easily connect to 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This connection will provide us with the merit to be saved 
from the hands of all those who rise against us.

It is our great pleasure and merit to present you with this publication, which is 
replete with words of Torah, faith in our Sages and Torah scholars, as well as 
reports about our Jewish brethren around the world.
One of the most moving and exciting stories we have included is the account of 
the open miracles that took place in the congregation of Kol Chaim, in Ra’anana.
Moreinu v’Rabbeinu, shlita, has come to live in Eretz Yisrael. Now many people 
have the wonderful opportunity to hear his words of Torah and receive his advice 
and blessings, and to take advantage of the fact that he is more accessible than 
in the past.
With siyata di’Shemaya, the Torah has been strengthened throughout Eretz Yisrael 
through the Rav, shlita, settling here. The Rav has visibly changed the lives of 
many people living in Ra’anana, and this light has spread throughout the world.

The Rav, shlita, acts with tremendous self-sacrifice to encourage and support 
Jews living in every location. He exerts himself continually to direct each Jew to 
take the path that leads to the House of Hashem.
Our Sages tell us: “If there is no flour, there is no Torah.” The tremendous power 
of Torah of the institutions established and directed by the Rav world-wide is 
generated by the frequent visits he makes to them.
On the Festival of Freedom that is approaching, may all the disciples and 
supporters of the Rav, shlita, dwell together as “one man with one heart,” 
praying for the true redemption, when Hashem will return the captivity of Zion, 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of Mashiach and the day upon which we will be 
able to joyfully partake of the Pesach offering in the Beit Hamikdash, may it be 
rebuilt speedily in our days, Amen.
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Pesach

4

The miracle of the 
splitting of the Yam Suf is 
one of the most outstanding 
events in Jewish history. 
Let’s examine a few of the 
aspects of this miracle that 
took place thousands of 
years ago, in order to reveal 
the eternal messages we can 
learn from them.

First, why did Hashem 
cause Pharaoh to pursue 
Bnei Yisrael to the sea? 
Pharaoh had already agreed 
to let them leave Egypt and 
even gave them sheep and 
cattle for their sacrifices. 
Moreover, Pharaoh asked 
Moshe and Aharon to pray 
for him when they left: 
“He summoned Moshe and 

Aharon in the night and 
said, ‘Arise and go from 
among my people, you and 
the Children of Israel, and 
go serve Hashem as you 
spoke, take also your sheep 
and your cattle as you said, 
and go. And bless me as 
well” (Shemot 12:31-32). 
Pharaoh even accompanied 
Bnei Yisrael a short distance 
as they left. 

In light of the above, why 
was it necessary to harden 
Pharaoh’s heart another 
time so that he would chase 
after Bnei Yisrael? We 
might think this was to lure 
him into the waters of the 
sea with his army, to drown 
them all. But Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu could just as 
easily have killed them in 
Egypt. Why did He bring 
them to the sea?

One answer is that Hashem 
wanted Bnei Yisrael to see 
the mighty Egyptian empire 
crumble in front of their 
eyes, as Pharaoh and his 
soldiers drowned in the sea, 
unable to save themselves 
from destruction. Then 
Bnei Yisrael would clearly 
understand that the sorcery 
and powers of impurity 
of the Egyptians were 
empty and impotent. The 
Egyptian sorcerers gave the 
impression that they could 
control nature. Now this 
farce was exposed. Pharaoh 

“I shall strengthen the heart of Pharaoh and he will pursue them, and I will be glorified           through Pharaoh and his entire army, and egypt will know that I am hashem”
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posed as a god, but could 
not save his own skin.

The Navi (Melachim I 
18) sheds light on another 
reason why it was important 
for Bnei Yisrael to 
understand this now, as they 
stood facing the Yam Suf. 
Let’s examine the incident 
of Eliyahu Hanavi and the 
four hundred prophets of 
Ba’al on Har Carmel. 

There were many Jewish 
people during that period 
who kept Torah and mitzvot 
yet also worshipped 
idolatry. Eliyahu rebuked 
them, crying out, “מתי  עד 
 – אתם פוסחים על שתי הסעיפים
Until when will you straddle 
the fence? If Hashem is 

G-d, follow Him. And if the 
Ba’al is, then follow him.” 
This is not the way to serve 
Hashem. They must choose 
which path to take. If they 
would decide that Hashem 
is G-d, and there is none 
other, they must accept His 
kingship upon them and 
distance themselves from 
all forms of idolatry.

This is the essence of 
Pesach. It is the time 
when our ancestors were 
liberated from the slavery 
of Egypt. The word פסח  
means to “skip over.” 
Eliyahu Hanavi used it in 
the expression על  פוסחים 
סעיפים   to straddle – שתי 

the fence. One cannot do 
this when serving Hashem. 

UntIl when wIll yoU 
straDDle the Fence? 

IF hashem Is G-D, 
Follow hIm. anD IF 

the Ba’al Is, then 
Follow hIm.” 

 Words of
Inspiration
Delivered by the Gaon and Tzaddik 
Rabbi David Chananya Pinto, shlita



Rather, one must know 
what the correct path to 
follow is, and take it. If he 
comes across an opinion 
that is not in consonance 
with the Torah, he must 
“skip over” it and distance 
himself from it as far as he 
can. The word פסח – Pesach 
denotes skipping over all 
impurity in the quest to 
attain greater heights of 

can’t have both at the same 
time. When a person learns 
Torah but allows himself 
to follow the yetzer hara 
and be persuaded to sin, 
he loses the good he has 
gained. There is only one 
true path.

It seems that when 
Bnei Yisrael left Egypt, 
they straddled the fence, 
although through no fault 

negatively.
Bnei Yisrael dwelled 

in Egypt for over two 
hundred years. During that 
lengthy time, Pharaoh had 
penetrated their minds and 
hearts with terrible impurity, 
causing them to waver in 
their belief. Day and night 
he proclaimed he was a 
god: “My River [the Nile] 
is my own, and I have made 
it for myself” (Yechezkel 
29:3). When Bnei Yisrael 

saw the Egyptians 
paying homage to 

Pharaoh, they 
were influenced 

to believe that 
he possessed 
d i v i n e 
powers.

In order to 
remove any 
shadow of a 

doubt from the 
minds of Bnei 

Yisrael, so that 
they should know 

with absolute clarity 
that Hashem Yitbarach is 
G-d and there is none other, 
Hashem brought Pharaoh 
and his army to the Yam 
Suf to drown them in front 
of their eyes. Bnei Yisrael 
witnessed the mighty 
Egyptian empire disappear 
beneath the waves. They 
saw the same Pharaoh who 
had proclaimed he was a 
god now proclaim, “Who 
is like You among the gods, 
Hashem? Who is like You, 
exalted in holiness?” This 
made a tremendous impact 
on Bnei Yisrael, impressing 

sanctity. One cannot pursue 
impurity and sanctity at 
the same time, just as one 
cannot have chametz and 
matzah on the same table.

Chametz is compared 
to the yetzer hara and all 
forms of impurity. We 
must rid ourselves of all 
forms of spiritual chametz 
and nullify it, expunging it 
from our hearts. We must 
consume only matzah, 
which represents the yetzer 
hatov and sanctity. We 

of their own. On the one 
hand, “they believed in 
Hashem” after witnessing 
the wonders and miracles 
He had performed in Egypt, 
and after experiencing 
His “strong hand and 
outstretched arm.” But their 
belief in Him was not yet 
firm and unshakable. What 
was the reason for this? 
Because they had lived in 
the shadow of the wicked 
Pharaoh, whose intense 
impurity had affected them 
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upon them the fact that there 
is no power beside Hashem. 
After observing the demise 
of Pharaoh and his mighty 
men, Bnei Yisrael were 
strengthened in their faith 
in Hashem, as it says, “And 
they believed in Hashem 
and in Moshe, His servant” 
(Shemot 14:31).

This sheds light on another 
incident in the Torah. The 
wicked Datan and Aviram 
did not go out of Egypt 
with the rest of the Jewish 
people. Moreover, 
they chased after 
Bnei Yisrael with 
the Egyptian 
army. The 
pasuk says: 
פרעה“  ואמר 
ישראל  לבני 
– Pharaoh 
will say of 
(literally “to”) 
the Children 
of Israel, ‘They 
are locked in the 
land, the Wilderness 
has locked them in’” (ibid. 
14:3). Targum Yonatan 
asks to whom Pharaoh 
was speaking, according 
to the literal translation; 
Bnei Yisrael had already 
left Egypt. The Targum 
explains that “Pharaoh 
was speaking to Datan and 
Aviram, the members of 
Bnei Yisrael who were still 
left in Egypt.” 

Datan and Aviram joined 
forces with the wicked 
Pharaoh and pursued Bnei 
Yisrael with his army. But 
when they reached the Yam 

then BneI yIsrael 
woUlD clearly 

UnDerstanD 
that the 

sorcery anD 
Powers oF 

ImPUrIty oF 
the eGyPtIans 

were emPty anD 
ImPotent. 

Suf, they regretted this 
and wanted to rejoin their 
people. Hashem, Who has 
mercy on all His creations, 
agreed to their request, and 
the Cloud enveloped them, 
transporting them back to 
the Jewish camp. Why did 
Datan and Aviram have a 
change of heart?

Perhaps we can say that 
originally they believed 

that Pharaoh possessed 
some powers. They 
believed in Hashem, but 
also put stock in Pharaoh’s 
supposed strength, and 
preferred to join him. But 
when they realized that 
Pharaoh and his army were 
about to be drowned in the 
sea, they understood that 
his powers were illusory 
and wanted to rejoin their 
own people.

Similarly, Bnei Yisrael 
straddled the fence in their 
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beliefs while in Egypt, 
immersed in the slavery. On 
the one hand, they believed 
in Hashem, but on the other, 
they believed that Pharaoh 
was invested with power. 
This was because they 
were immersed in the forty-
ninth level of impurity. 
Consequently, they had 
to leave Egypt in a rush, 
without even preparing 

provisions for the way, so 
that they would not descend 
any lower, to the point of no 
return. Pharaoh’s defeat at 
the sea proved to them that 
there is One G-d.

The lessons we learn from 
the above events will surely 
inspire us to believe in 
Hashem alone and enable 
us to follow the one correct 
path – to keep His laws 
and commandments, since 
“there is nothing beside 
Him.” 



"This is the poor man's bread that our fathers ate in the land of Egypt"
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The Pesach Seder –
The Table of the King 

Pesach is not only the time 
when we increase our faith in 
the Creator, and teach this faith 
to our children by relating the 
events of the Exodus and the 
miracles that took place, but it 
is the festival upon which we 
can become extremely close to 
Hashem. By fanning the burning 
coals of our faith at this time, we 
ignite a burning flame that we 
pass from father to son, from one 
generation to the next. On this 
festival, as believers the sons of 
believers, we are able to cleave 
to Hashem and experience the 
illumination of His Shechinah.

We learn this from the 
following pasuk in the Torah: 
“On the fifteenth day of this 
month, it is the Festival of Matzot 
to Hashem, for seven days you 
shall eat matzot” (Vayikra 23:6). 
This tells us that Pesach is a 
festival “to Hashem.” 

We are also told that “in every 
generation, one must view 
himself as if he came out of 
Egypt” (Pesachim 116b). But 
even if we feel this, as if we have 

just been released from slavery to 
freedom, it is vital to understand 
that we are not celebrating 
our individual freedom on 
Pesach. Rather, it is a festival 
“to Hashem”; it is a festival 
that belongs to Him. Hashem is 
the One Who redeemed us and 
brought us out of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage, and He is 
the One Who commanded us to 
celebrate our freedom.

Thus, Pesach is not intended 
as a mere commemoration of 
our freedom. Its purpose is “to 
Hashem,” for us to come close 
to Him and believe and trust in 
Him, to serve Him in the correct 
manner, and to keep the Torah 
and mitzvot that He has given us.

Hashem’s Name is connected 
to the name of the festival to 
teach us that it is His celebration. 
On Seder Night, each family 
sits together, the children 
surrounding their parents’ table 
like young olive shoots, relating 
the wonders and miracles that 
Hashem did for us, describing 
His great power and honor. 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu sends His 
ministering angels to listen to 
His precious children honoring 
His Name. There is no greater 
joy and celebration for Hashem 
than this.

The Difference  
between Seder Night  
and Other Festivals

We are commanded to rejoice 
on all the festivals, and are taught 

Shulchan Aruch
Jewels for the Seder

8



Pesach. The festival of Pesach is 
a festival “to Hashem.”

When one makes a family 
celebration, whether a birthday 
or a wedding, or even a festive 
meal to celebrate the completion 
of a masechta or Shas, the host 
is the one who decides how 
he will celebrate the event. He 
decides how many guests to 
invite, which hall to make the 
celebration in, and which band 
will entertain the guests, etc. 
But when it is the festival to 
Hashem, everything is different. 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is the 
One Who makes the decisions. 
He determines which food and 
drinks should be served. He 
determines who will attend, and 
how long the meal will last.

Pesach is the festival to 
Hashem. He decides for us 
exactly how this festival will 
look. He instructs us which 
foods we may not eat – anything 
containing chametz; and which 
we must eat – the meat of the 
korban Pesach, which must be 
roasted over a fire; and how 
we shall eat it – reclining, and 
without breaking any of the 
bones. He tells us how much 
wine to drink – four cups, and 
until what time the meal may be 
eaten – chatzot. And after that 
time, we are not allowed to eat 
anything more, so that the taste 
of the afikoman should remain 
in our mouths for the remainder 
of the night.

"This is the poor man's bread that our fathers ate in the land of Egypt"
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that this is expressed by eating 
meat and drinking wine. But 
Seder Night is different from all 
the other festivals, since we are 
told specifically how we should 
do this: the meat must be roasted 
on a fire, and eaten with matzah, 
and we must drink specifically 
four cups of wine. Moreover, we 
must both eat and drink while 
reclining, like free men, which 
is not required when doing any 
other mitzvah of the Torah.  
(We are also required to eat the 
Chagigah offering on Pesach, as 
on any other festival.) 

This is truly amazing. Is there 
any other festival that has its 
menu delineated by the Torah? 
And not only are we commanded 
what to eat, but when to eat it. 
We are told to start with karpas 
and to finish with the afikoman, 
after we are sated. We must also 
keep the following stipulation, 
that the korban Pesach be 
eaten only by those who have 
been invited to the meal. Thus 
the participants of the festive 
meal are known beforehand, as 
well as those who will eat the 
Chagigah offering. No one can 
be invited at the last minute.  It 
seems surprising that the Torah 
outlines all these procedures to 
us.

The answer to our question 
is just as amazing. There is an 
intrinsic difference between a 
private celebration that a person 
makes and the celebration of 

All these details remind us 
that the Festival of Matzot is 
not our private celebration, but 
the celebration of the Ribbono 
shel Olam. We are rejoicing 
in his joy. It is the festival to 
Hashem.  Thus, He decides how 
the celebration will look: what 
will be eaten, all the customs we 
will keep during the evening, 
and how long it will last. 
With this in mind, we should 
conduct the Seder seriously 
and purposefully, since we are 
reclining at the table of the 
Creator.

On contemplation, we are 
awakened to the wondrous 
love the Creator feels toward 
His children. On this day, His 
firstborn sons left the house of 
slavery, which made it into a 
day of tremendous rejoicing and 
celebration for all generations.

Darkness in the Future

My son, R’ Moshe, shlita, 
showed me a wonderful 
Midrash, which says that when 
Mashiach Ben David will come, 
the nations of the world will be 
inflicted with terrible suffering, 
like the plagues in Egypt. At that 
time, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will 
engulf the world with darkness. 
But this darkness will not last for 
a mere six days, as in Egypt, but 
for fifteen. This is because there 
will be many wicked people in 
that era, who will be destroyed 
during those days.

9



a gift to those who wish to live, 
a final opportunity for them to 
wake up and do teshuvah. As the 
Navi tells us: Hashem does not 
desire the death of the wicked, 
rather that he abandon his ways 
and return to Him. During the 
fifteen days of darkness, many 
people will literally have their 
lives in the balance. Those 
who do teshuvah will live, and 
those who do not will die. The 
all-encompassing darkness will 
enable everyone to inspect the 
chambers of his heart, uproot 
his transgressions, and return to 
Hashem.

The Gemara (Menachot 29b) 
enlightens us to the significance 
of the number fifteen in this 

This seems difficult to 
understand. Hashem can do 
anything. On Rosh Hashanah, 
He scrutinizes all the 
inhabitants of the world in one 
glance. He created the world 
and everything in it in six 
days. He created the heavens 
and earth with His speech. 
Surely, He can destroy the 
multitudes of wicked people in 
an instant, with one word. As 
David Hamelech says, “For His 
anger endures but a moment; 
life results from His favor” 
(Tehillim 30:6). Hashem can 
destroy the entire world in one 
moment. Why are fifteen days 
necessary to kill the wicked?

We might think this question 
applies also to the plague of 
darkness in Egypt, and ask 
why there were six days then. 
In Egypt, the darkness was 
intended not only to hide the 
death of those members of Bnei 
Yisrael who had sinned, but 
also to inflict suffering upon 
the Egyptians. Rashi explains 
the darkness was also an aid 
to Bnei Yisrael, who had been 
commanded to search the 
houses of the Egyptians in order 
to discover the whereabouts of 
their valuables. Certainly, in 
the Future to Come, Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu will reward us 
with a much greater multitude 
of wealth; we will not need 
the riches of the gentiles. The 
fifteen days of darkness in the 
future will not have anything to 
do with gaining their wealth.

A Gift for the Beinonim

Perhaps we can answer our 
question with the following 
idea. Although the wicked will 
perish during the fifteen days 
of darkness, that is not the main 
purpose of this time. Rather it is 

context. Yeshayahu HaNavi 
(26:4) tells us: “כי בי-ה ה’ צור עולמים 
– For the L-rd G-d is an eternal 
Rock.” The Gemara explains 
that Hashem (represented by 
the Name  created This (י-ה 
World with the letter ’ה and the 
World to Come with the letter
 Our transgressions damage .י‘ 
the worlds and Hashem’s Name, 
distancing the letters from 
each other. But when we do 
teshuvah, we rectify this, and 
cause the letters of Hashem’s 
Name to reconnect to each 
other. The ultimate time for 
this rectification will be during 
the fifteen days of darkness 
immediately prior to the final 
redemption. The sum of the 
numerical value of the letters
and (10) י’   of Hashem’s (5) ה’ 
Name י-ה is fifteen.

When Mashiach comes, 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will 
envelop the world in darkness 
for fifteen days, as both a 
punishment for the wicked and 
a gift for the beinonim (those 
who are balanced between good 
and bad) to purge themselves 
of their transgressions and do 
complete teshuvah. By doing 
so, they will rectify the chasm 
they caused between the letters 
of Hashem’s Name  and י-ה 
reconnect them. 

What lesson can we take 
from this? In our generation, 
the footsteps of Mashiach 
are surely approaching.  
Especially in Nisan, the month 
of our redemption from Egypt, 
and the month of our future 
redemption, we should take 
the opportunity to return to 
Hashem, and not wait for the 
fifteen days of darkness to 
envelop the earth. Then we 
will feel the joy of the ultimate 
redemption, may it come 
speedily in our times.

In our generation, the 
footsteps of Mashiach 
are surely approaching.  

Especially in Nisan, 
the month of our 
redemption from 
Egypt, and the 

month of our future 
redemption, we should 
take the opportunity 
to return to Hashem, 

and not wait for 
the fifteen days of 
darkness to envelop 
the earth. Then we 

will feel the joy of the 
ultimate redemption, 

may it come speedily in 
our times.
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At the approach of 
the Festival of Pesach, the Festival of 

Freedom, heartfelt blessings and warm greetings 
are extended from his esteemed honor, Moreinu 

v’Rabbeinu, who enlightens our eyes and raises the honor of 
Torah, teaching it to the multitudes and bringing 

merit to the public throughout the world

Rabbi DaviD Chananya Pinto, shlita
To the Rabbanim and avrechim of the institutions, to all those who frequent 

their hallowed halls, and to all Klal Yisrael

PesaCh Kasher
v’sameaCh

May we all be worthy of celebrating the Festival
of Matzot in joy and gladness,

May we merit the fulfillment of the blessing “And you shall eat from 
the festive offerings and the Pesach-offering, whose blood 

will be sprinkled on the Altar in a pleasing manner. And 
we shall thank You for our physical freedom and 

the emancipation of our souls” May it be 
speedily in our days.
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Pesach. The Festival of 
Faith. This is the time when 
each father transmits the 
traditions of our faith to 
his children. The festival 
of Pesach is replete with 
customs, which both 
as a complete unit and 
individually, symbolize 
devotion to the Torah and 
commitment to the values of 
the Jewish People, who came 
out of Egypt in this month. 

Pesach presents us with 
the wonderful opportunity 
to contemplate the deeds 
of our forefathers, the great 
leaders and wise men of our 
nation, and to be inspired by 
their ways and their careful 
observance of the mitzvot. 
It is the time to relate these 
deeds to our children and by 
doing so become a link in the 
chain of transmission of our 
faith. It is the time to “tell 
your children on that day.”

no PressUre

There was a ba’al teshuvah 
who felt pressured by the 
great number of mitzvot 
that a Jew must keep. His 
mentors brought him to 
the gaon Rabbi Ben Zion 
Abba Shaul, zt”l. The great 
chacham explained to the 
ba’al teshuvah that one must 
keep mitzvot with joy. When 
he was young, he said, he had 
also become very pressured 
one time, when he wanted to 
ensure that his matzot were 
baked according to every 
stringency of halachah. But 

Inspirational stories of our 
Gedolei yisrael on Pesach

“And You ShAll 
Tell Your 
Children”

By Binyamin Cohen
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when he saw the great joy 
that his father felt in eating 
his own matzot, which 
were not baked with these 
stringencies, rejoicing in the 
fact that he was keeping the 
mitzvah, Rabbi Ben Zion 
Abba Shaul changed his 
perspective. He realized one 
should not put himself under 
pressure in order to keep 
extra stringencies in mitzvot. 
It is more important to keep 
mitzvot happily.

Rabbi Ben Zion Abba 
Shaul took this opportunity 
to tell the ba’al teshuvah the 
following question posed 
to him by Rabbi Shlomo 
Zalman Auerbach, zt”l. He 
compared the following two 
Sedarim. The first Seder was 
conducted by a great person 
who was very careful with 
the smallest details of each 
mitzvah. Throughout the 
Seder, the great man was ill 

at ease, constantly inspecting 
the matzot to ensure they 
had been baked with 
every possible hiddur, and 
checking the food to make 
sure everything fulfilled 
the halachic requirements 
to the best degree possible. 
The second Seder was that 
of the Netziv of Volozhin, 
zt”l. Throughout his Seder, 
the Netziv sat with a shining 
countenance. He counted 
each mitzvah: This is the 
mitzvah of Kiddush; this is 
the mitzvah of the Four Cups; 
this is the mitzvah of Karpas, 
Matzah, Haggadah, etc. He 
counted each mitzvah that 
he kept throughout the night.

“Which Seder,” Rabbi 
Shlomo Zalman asked, “do 
you think was more beloved 
to Hashem?”

“The first,” said Rabbi 
Ben Zion, “exemplified fear 
of Hashem, and the second, 

love. As we know, loving 
Hashem is a much higher 
level than fearing Hashem.”

UnDer lock 
 anD key

In the sefer describing the 
deeds and customs of the 
Brisk dynasty, the following 
story is related by Rabbi 
Yosef Frankel, from Lugano 
in Switzerland, who was 
personally involved.

“In 1955, I spent Pesach 
in the home of Rabbi 
Yitzchak Zev Soloveitchik, 
the Brisker Rav, zt”l. I saw 
there was placed in his room 
a large wooden crate, which 
was secured with a sturdy 
lock. I asked one of the 
Rav’s sons what was inside 
the crate, since it seemed 
it must be something very 
important and valuable. 
He told me it contained the 
Rav’s matzot. I asked him 
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IF a Person haD  
a mIllIon Dollars, 
he woUlD sUrely 
PUt the money In 
the most secUre 
saFe wIth the 
stronGest lock 
he coUlD BUy. In 
the same way,  
we mUst GUarD 
the matzot.



in jest, “Don’t thieves have 
anything better to steal than 
the Rav’s matzot? Why do 
they have to be locked away 
so securely?”

The Rav’s son answered, 
“As Father tells us, the pasuk 
says: And you shall safeguard 
the mitzvot. Thus, we must 
guard the mitzvot in the best 
way possible. If a person had 
a million dollars, he would 
surely put the money in the 
most secure safe with the 
strongest lock he could buy. 
In the same way, we must 
guard the matzot.”

strInGently avoIDInG 
anGer

There was a distinguished 
avreich from Yerushalayim, 
a close disciple of the 
Brisker Rav, zt”l, who 
merited baking matzot with 
him.  Understandably, he 
took great care to guard his 
matzot. 
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When his wife cleaned 
the house for Pesach, she 
took the matzot off the top 
of the closet to clean there. 
While she was busy, one 
of the children came into 
the room, opened the box, 
and took one of the matzot. 
The mother noticed this 
and was worried, thinking 
that perhaps the child’s 
hands were not clean. But 
she was afraid to tell her 
husband, not wanting to 
upset him.

What did she do?
She decided to ask her 

brother-in-law to get some 
regular matzot from a 
different chaburah, and 
inserted one in the box 
of matzot, which she had 
thoroughly cleaned. She did 
not breathe a word to her 
husband about the incident.

On Erev Pesach, the 
husband opened the box 
to take out the matzot and 

put them on the table for 
the Seder. He immediately 
realized that these were 
not the matzot he had 
baked with the Brisker 
Rav, but he pretended that 
nothing had happened, 
despite understanding that 
something most certainly 
had. He knew that the 
matzot must be kosher, even 
if not baked with the extra 
stringencies that he would 
have preferred.

His wife, on the other 
hand, was consumed with 
guilt. Unable to keep up the 
game, as soon as her husband 
came home, she gathered her 
courage and told him the 
whole story.

“I knew something had 
happened,” he said, “but I 
realized I should rather be 
strict in guarding myself 
against becoming angry 
and ruining the peace in our 
home than keeping the extra 
stringencies of matzah.”

In the sefer Bayis 
U’Menuchah, Rabbi Moshe 
Aharon Stern, zt”l, writes 
that this avreich had a 
married son who came to 
him distraught. It was the 
first year of his marriage, and 
his wife had bought a certain 
product that did not fulfill his 
high level of kashrut. What 
should he do? 

The father described what 
had happened in his house 
on Erev Pesach; how he had 
merited baking matzah with 
the gaon of the generation, 
the Brisker Rav, and how his 
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young son had opened the 
box of matzot and maybe 
spoiled them. He described 
what his wife had done, 
and how he had kept quiet 
about the entire incident, 
swallowing his misgivings 
in order to preserve the peace 
in his home.

His son was silent. 
Peace is precious. Rather 

than be stringent with others 
concerning keeping the extra 
stringencies of mitzvot, one 
should keep the peace in his 
home and all relationships. 
Our Sages tell us to “calculate 
the cost of a mitzvah against 
its reward.” It is obvious that 
keeping extra stringencies in 
kashrut of Pesach food has 
no value if one embarrasses 
his wife or children. We 
should focus on fulfilling the 
will of Hashem and rejoicing 
on the festival, keeping its 
mitzvot with love, peace, 
and friendship. 

creatInG an army 
 For hashem

The Chafetz Chaim, 
zt”l, attained the peak of 
perfection in serving Hashem 
Yitbarach. When he heard, or 
understood, that his fellow 
Jews were making mistakes 
in halachah through lack of 
knowledge, he immediately 
hurried to help correct the 
situation.

The following story 
illustrates this. One of the 
inhabitants of Radin returned 
to the town after serving 
in the army in a remote 
Caucasian village. His first 
stop was the house of the 
Chafetz Chaim, in order to 
receive his blessing. The 
Rav asked how the Jewish 
soldiers were managing 
in that outpost. The young 
man told him that since 
they were cut off from any 
inhabited regions, they had 
been unable to obtain matzot 

for Pesach. Moreover, wheat 
was not grown there, and 
the people ate oats instead. 
Not knowing what to do, the 
Jewish soldiers had eaten 
rye bread, and had thus 
transgressed the prohibition 
of eating chametz.

The Chafetz Chaim 
shuddered and exclaimed, 
“You did not need to transgress 
the prohibition of eating 
chametz, since you could have 
baked matzah from it.”

The young man went 
white. “What could we do? 
We don’t have the Shulchan 
Aruch in our army barracks.”

The Chafetz Chaim 
responded to this incident by 
writing Machaneh Yisrael, 
a comprehensive synopsis 
of the halachot. This sefer 
helped thousands of Jewish 
soldiers to keep Torah and 
mitzvot in the difficult 
conditions they endured in 
the Russian army.

Peace Is PrecIoUs. 
rather than Be 
strInGent wIth 
others concernInG 
keePInG the extra 
strInGencIes oF 
mItzvot, one shoUlD 
keeP the Peace In 
hIs home anD all 
relatIonshIPs. oUr 
saGes tell Us to 
“calcUlate the 
cost oF a mItzvah 
aGaInst Its rewarD.” 



Excerpts from Shirat David by Rabbi David Chananya Pinto 

Chapter  1

The song of songs, which 
is Shlomo’s (1:1).

Chazal teach us in the Midrash 
that every time the word שלומה  
is used, it refers to “the King to 
Whom peace belongs.” In fact, 
the first letters of the phrase שיר 

 have the same השירים אשר לשלומו
gematria as the word  to) שלו 
whom), referring to the King to 
Whom peace belongs.

May He kiss me with 
the kisses of His mouth 

(1:2).

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
“kissed” us at the Revelation 
on Har Sinai, this was not a 
regular type of kiss. Rather, it 
imparted the wonderful taste of 
Torah to us in a direct manner, 
“mouth to mouth.” Through it, 
Hashem showed us how very 
sweet the Torah is. Bnei Yisrael 
were so overwhelmed by this 

The song of songs, 
which is Shlomo’s (1:1).

Shlomo Hamelech followed 
in the footsteps of his illustrious 
father, David Hamelech, who 
declared, “Your statutes were 
songs for me” (Tehillim 119:54). 
David affirmed that despite the 
many troubles that beset him, 
his only source of solace was the 
holy Torah. The Torah calmed 
him, just as music and songs 
calm the weary and trouble-torn 
soul. 

David stressed “Your statutes” 
provided this soothing music. 
Statutes are commandments that 
we keep without understanding 
the reason behind them. They 
are “decrees of the King.” Yet, 
David found relief even in these. 
He was happy to devote himself 
to keeping them, and gained as 
much succor from them as from 
the most comforting songs and 

music. All the more so did David 
rejoice in keeping the rest of the 
commands of the King, feeling 
as if he were winning the greatest 
spoils. He delighted to delve 
into each one, understanding as 
much as he could.

Shlomo Hamelech emulated 
his father and said, “The song 
of songs which is Shlomo’s.” 
Chazal explain that the word
 can also be (of Shlomo) לשלומו 
read as “למלך שהשלום שלו – of the 
King to Whom peace belongs” 
(Midrash). In other words, this 
song belongs to Hashem, and 
is the song of the holy Torah. 
Shlomo compares the Torah to 
a sweet song. Its melody pleases 
the ear, and its tunes broaden 
the mind and gladden the heart. 
The Torah’s song enveloped 
Shlomo in peace and released 
him from the stress of the many 
duties of kingship placed on his 
shoulders.

Gems on 
Shir haShirim

16



words of our pasuk: “Your love 
is better than wine.” The word
 ,hints to the Torah (better) טובים
which is described as “)לקח טוב( 
a good teaching I have given you, 
do not forsake My Torah.” The 
word  when ,(Your love) דודיך 
adding one for the kollel, has 
the same gematria as אדם (man), 
referring to Adam Harishon. The 
word מיין (than wine) hints to the 
event of Noach becoming drunk 
after leaving the Ark. We turn to 
Hashem and say, “The Torah we 
possess is good. By learning it 
and keeping its mitzvot, we are 
upholding Creation.” 

Moreover, we are also “better 
than love and wine.” As we said, 
“love” hints to Adam Harishon, 
from whom the entire Creation 
was established, and “wine” to 
Noach, who renewed Creation. 
We declare that unlike these two, 
whose descendants caused the 
world to be destroyed, we will 
uphold the world through learning 
Torah and keeping mitzvot.

great pleasure that they could 
not withstand it, and their souls 
departed from them.

The Gemara (Shabbat 88b) 
describes what happened: 
When Israel heard the First 
Commandment emanate from 
the mouth of Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu, they fell back twelve mil, 
and their souls left them, as it 
says, “My soul departed at His 
voice.” Immediately, Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu sprinkled the dew of 
the Resurrection over them, and 
they returned to life.

For Your love is better 
than wine (1:2).

Chazal say: When Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu created Adam 
Harishon, He showed him all the 
trees in the Garden of Eden and 
told him, “See how pleasant and 
splendid they are. Everything 
I created, I made for you. Be 
careful not to spoil and destroy 
My world.” But Adam Harishon 
did not fulfill the task he had 

been given. He sinned by eating 
from the Tree of Knowledge, 
and thus brought destruction to 
the world. 

The Generation of the Flood 
caused further destruction to the 
world, and Hashem created a 
new world through Noach. But 
he also caused destruction when 
he left the Ark: “And Noach the 
man of the earth debased himself 
and planted a vineyard. He drank 
from the wine and became drunk 
and uncovered himself within his 
tent” (Bereishis 9:20-21). Rashi 
explains that the word  ויחל  (he 
became drunk) is related to the 
word  Noach’s .(profane) חולין 
actions caused tremendous 
destruction.

We are enjoined to preserve 
Creation. How? By learning 
Torah. Whoever dwells in the 
tents of Torah and toils in it, 
renews Creation and causes 
Hashem’s world to continue 
existing.

This idea is hinted in the 
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When a person 
labors in Torah, 

compared to 
fragrant oil, he 

becomes elevated 
through it, and 

all the worlds will 
love him. This 
is because, by 

learning Torah, 
he is fulfilling the 

purpose of Creation 
and is thus ensuring 

the existence of all 
worlds. 

Yisrael says that Hashem’s love 
is dearer to her than wine. As we 
explained, this hints to Adam 
Harishon and Noach, who 
brought destruction to the world 
through their deeds. Now, we 
ask Hashem to “remember Your 
love more than wine.” We ask 
Hashem to remember that we 
labor in Torah and thus uphold 
the world, and are therefore 
superior to Adam Harishon and 
Noach. Although Adam was 
the handiwork of Hashem and 
Noach was a righteous man, they 
brought destruction to Creation, 
despite their lofty spiritual 
status. By laboring in Torah, we 
ensure the world’s continued 
existence. 

The Torah is called “straight,” 
as we find in Tehillim (19:9), 
“The charges of Hashem are 
straight.” The Torah straightens 
the heart and ways of man. As 
a result, “Your love” enters our 
hearts, a fierce love for Hashem.

When a person truly loves 
Hashem, he will certainly try 
with all his might not to damage 
Creation, like Adam Harishon 
and Noach did. We do not want 
to cause pain to Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu by doing the wrong 
thing, chalilah.

I am black, yet 
beautiful, O daughters 
of Yerushalayim, as the 
tents of Kedar, as the 

curtains of Shlomo (1:5).

The “daughters of Yerushalayim” 
are the women of Israel, who acted 
with self-sacrifice in Egypt to 
educate their children properly. 
Chazal say that our fathers were 
redeemed from Egypt in the merit 
of the righteous women (Sotah 
11b). They did not change their 
mode of dress, preserving their 
modesty, as well as their names 

Therefore, maidens love 
You (1:3).

The word  (maidens) עלמות 
can be read as  .(worlds) עולמות 
When a person labors in Torah, 
compared to fragrant oil, he 
becomes elevated through it, and 
all the worlds will love him. This 
is because, by learning Torah, he is 
fulfilling the purpose of Creation 
and is thus ensuring the existence 
of all worlds. The navi says, “If 
not for My covenant (of Torah) 
day and night, I would not have 
established the laws of the heavens 
and earth” (Yirmeyahu 33:25). 

Thus “all worlds love you” – 
all the worlds love the person 
who learns Torah, since they 
are upheld by him, and they 
show their gratitude to him 
by advocating for him to the 
heavenly hosts.

Therefore, maidens love 
You (1:3).

The word  can (maidens) עלמות 
be read as עולמות (worlds). When a 
person labors in Torah, compared 
to fragrant oil, he becomes 
elevated through it, and all the 
worlds will love him. This is 
because, by learning Torah, he is 
fulfilling the purpose of Creation 
and is thus ensuring the existence 
of all worlds. The navi says, “If 
not for My covenant (of Torah) 
day and night, I would not have 
established the laws of the heavens 
and earth” (Yirmeyahu 33:25). 
Thus “all worlds love you” – all 
the worlds love the person who 
learns Torah, since they are upheld 
by him, and they show their 
gratitude to him by advocating for 
him to the heavenly hosts.

We will praise Your love 
more than wine; sincerely 

they love You (1:4).

Previously (pasuk 2), Kenesset 
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Hashem and wholeheartedly 
kept the Torah and mitzvot. 
Kenesset Yisrael should do 
the same and also pasture her 
“kids,” her young, by the tents 
of the shepherds, teaching them 
also to follow in the path of the 
Avot, thus transmitting the Torah 
from generation to generation.

Go in the ways of the 
sheep (1:8). 

The Avot were the shepherds 
of Israel. They acted with great 
self-sacrifice to save their flock, 
the holy flock of Bnei Yisrael. 
Yaakov Avinu “watered the flock 
of Lavan, his mother’s brother” 
(Bereishit 29:10). The simple 
meaning of this is that Yaakov 
provided water for the flock and 
slaked their thirst. 

However, I have seen another 
explanation in the sefarim 
hakedoshim. In the above pasuk, 
the word  .means to water וישק 
But it can also mean to kiss, as 
 Yaakov kissed – וישק יעקב לרחל “
Rachel” (ibid. vs.11). According 
to this, we can interpret the first 
pasuk as “Yaakov kissed the flock 
of Lavan.” This is very strange. 
Does a person kiss animals?

According to Kabbalah, we 
are told that the neshamot of 
Bnei Yisrael were reincarnated 
in the sheep of Lavan. When 
Yaakov saw the sheep, he 
recognized this and kissed them 
to rectify these neshamot. For 
the next twenty years, Yaakov 
looked after these sheep in the 
house of Lavan, acting as their 
devoted shepherd. By doing so, 
he elevated the nitzotzot shel 
kedushah within the sheep and 
rectified the neshamot of Bnei 
Yisrael dwelling in them.

This adds another meaning to 
“following the footsteps of the 
sheep.” The neshamot dwelling 

and their language. They labored 
to preserve the pure education of 
their children, transmitting the 
qualities of modesty and sanctity 
to their daughters after them. They 
were extremely careful not to 
become influenced by the depraved 
atmosphere of Egypt, not allowing 
it to affect their pure souls.

The faces of the Jewish women 
became black from the exertion 
to educate their children properly, 
just like the tents of Kedar 
become black from the rains. 
Thus, the women say, “Although 
I am black, my deeds are 
beautiful. Even though I became 
ugly from all the hard work, it 
was worth it.” Through these 
efforts, the women were able to 
ensure the pure education of their 
children. This is hinted in “יריעות 

 ”,the curtains of Shlomo – שלמה 
which represent the “ספר  ירעות 

 sheets of klaf of the Sefer – תורה 
Torah,” which belong to the King 
to Whom peace belongs. 

The Jewish women were 
prepared to sacrifice their lives to 
ensure the pure education of their 
children. They willingly allowed 
their faces to be blackened 
by the effort of doing this, as 
long as their children would be 
connected to the Sefer Torah.

They made me the keeper 
of the vineyards, but my 
own vineyard I did not 

keep (1:6).

Kenesset Yisrael says: The 
Egyptians brought me into their 
vineyards and made me drunk 
with their wine. I sinned so 
greatly there, it is as if I was a 
drunk person, who totters on his 
feet and loses his way. I could 
not distinguish between right 
and left, good and bad. Thus, I 
walked on their paths and sank 

into impurity, becoming corrupt 
through idolatry. Kenesset Yisrael 
laments that she did not safeguard 
her own vineyard of purity and 
sanctity. Instead of imbibing 
the wine of the Torah and being 
blessed by it, she drank from the 
filthy wine of the Egyptians and 
their degraded culture.

Why should I be like 
someone veiled by 
the flocks of your 
companions? (1:7)

Hakadosh Baruch Hu continues 
to chastise Bnei Yisrael. His 
rebuke is veiled in the word עוטיה  
(veiled) which hints to עייט  – a 
bird of prey, which snatches food 
from the carrion (see Bereishit 
15:11). Hashem asks why they did 
not grab the greatest prize of all, 
the Torah and mitzvot, that He put 
in this world.

“The flocks of your 
companions.” Bnei Yisrael should 
have followed after the tzaddikim, 
who lead the generation, just as 
the flock follows the shepherd. A 
talmid chacham is called a חבר  
(colleague/friend) (Bava Batra 
75a). Similarly, David Hamelech 
said, “I am a friend to all who fear 
You” (Tehillim 119:63).

If you do not know, 
O fairest of women, 

go in the ways of the 
sheep and pasture your 
kids by the tents of the 

shepherds (1:8). 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu says 
to Kenesset Yisrael, the fairest 
of women, that if she does not 
know the correct path to take, 
she should follow the footsteps 
of the sheep, referring to the 
three Avot. She should examine 
the ways of these shepherds of 
Israel, who devotedly served 
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for his precious children, Bnei 
Yisrael.

We will make for you 
necklaces of gold studded 

with silver (1:11).

 .are necklaces of gold תורי זהב 
The word תורי  has the same 
gematria as התורה. The word זהב  
(gold) has the gematria of טוב  
(good), which hints to the Torah, 
which is called לקח טוב – a good 
teaching. 

Hashem was hinting to Bnei 
Yisrael that although they had 
left Egypt with much silver and 
gold, the greatest wealth is the 
Torah. They would now possess
זהב  rows upon rows of –  תורי 
letters of the holy Torah. This is 
the most precious form of gold. 
The נקודות הכסף  (studs of silver) 
refer to the hints and meanings 
found within the Torah. They are 
the purest forms of silver.

Hashem beseeched Bnei 
Yisrael not to pursue wealth or 
possessions, which are futile. 
Rather, they should strive to 
acquire Torah, which is “more 
precious than pearls, and 
everything you desire cannot be 
compared to her” (Mishlei 3:15). 

In light of the above, why did 
Hashem give Bnei Yisrael so 
much wealth on leaving Egypt and 
at the sea? They did not even need 
this wealth, since their sustenance 
was provided by the open hand of 
Hashem. They did not need to buy 
food or water, since they had the 
manna and water from the well of 
Miriam. For the forty years they 
spent in the wilderness, neither 
their clothes nor their shoes wore 
out. What was the purpose of this 
wealth?

Perhaps we can say that 
Hashem wanted Bnei Yisrael to 
see the tremendous difference 

within the sheep of Lavan 
surely absorbed much sanctity 
from the ways of Yaakov. They 
gained from his Torah learning 
and fear of Heaven, and learned 
from him how to serve Hashem 
faithfully and refrain from being 
influenced by wickedness. Thus, 
we should follow the ways 
of these sheep, which were 
positively influenced by their 
shepherd, Yaakov.

To a mare in the chariots 
of Pharaoh, I compare 
you, My beloved (1:9). 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu reveals 
His love toward Israel and 
tells them they are like the 
horses attached to Pharaoh’s 
chariots. The horses of Egypt 
were renowned for their 
vigor, strength, and spirit. The 
Egyptians expended great effort 
in decorating their horses. They 
fed them well and took care of 
their appearance. The rider took 
great pride in his gallant horse. 
The more the rider cared for the 
horse and delighted in it, the 
more the horse loved the rider 
in return. They became very 
attached to each other. Thus, 
when they went out to battle, 
the horse used all its strength to 
benefit its master in the fray, and 
would even give its own life for 
his, in order to succeed in battle.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu tells 
Kenesset Yisrael that He looked 
after them with similar devotion. 
I took you out of Egypt with signs 
and wonders, and did everything 
to benefit you. I took you to Me 
as My people, and you became 
the chosen of all nations. Now, 
I ask you to act like the horses 
of Egypt. Just as they return the 
favors that their masters have 
done for them and are willing 
to show their gratitude by even 

sacrificing their own lives for 
their masters, so I desire that 
you show your gratitude for 
everything I have done for you. 
Strive to come close to Me, to 
hearken to the Torah and keep 
My commandments, for I have 
never since shown such great 
kindnesses to you.

Your cheeks are beautiful 
with rows of jewels, 
your neck with beads 

(1:10).

Hakadosh Baruch Hu says 
to Kenesset Yisrael: See how 
greatly I have adorned you. 
Just as the Egyptians adorned 
their horses with jewelry, I have 
adorned your cheeks with rows 
of golden jewels and your neck 
with valuable beads. 

When Bnei Yisrael departed 
from Egypt, they took with 
them all types of spoils, as “they 
emptied out Egypt” (Shemot 
12:36). Chazal compare this to a 
granary emptied of all grain and 
the depths of the ocean emptied of 
all fish (Berachot 9b). Moreover, 
the spoils of the sea were even 
greater than the spoils taken from 
Egypt (Shemot Rabbah, Parashat 
Beshalach). The Midrash says 
that each member of Bnei Yisrael 
left Egypt with many donkeys 
laden with the gold and silver 
of the Egyptians (see Rashi, 
Parashat Bo 13:13).

Thus, “Your cheeks are 
beautiful with rows of jewels” 
refers to the spoils of Egypt, and 
“your neck with beads” refers to 
the spoils of the sea. Hashem put 
it into the minds of the Egyptians 
to pursue Bnei Yisrael into the 
sea with their horses decorated 
with precious gold and silver, 
all in order that this great wealth 
would be ripe for the picking 
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Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu 
adjures Kenesset 
Y israel to 
remember the 
bitter deed of the 
sin of the golden 
calf, which they 
did with the 
abundance of 
gold He had given 
them.

enjoyment that can be found.

My Beloved is to me a 
bundle of myrrh that lies 

in my bosom (1:13). 

Kenesset Yisrael says to 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu: Although 
I caused a terrible stench 
through making the golden 
calf, please give me “a bundle 
of myrrh” in exchange. This 
refers to the Mishkan, where the 
sacrifices were brought, causing 
a “pleasing aroma” to ascend 
to Hashem. This aroma would 
counteract the stench of the sin 
of the golden calf.

The second half of the pasuk 
refers to the dwelling of the 
Shechinah in the Mishkan 
that Bnei Yisrael built. The 
Shechinah rested between the 
two staves of the Aron.

My beloved is to me a 
bundle of myrrh that lies 

in my bosom (1:13).

Alternatively, this can be 
interpreted as a statement of 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu to Kenesset 
Yisrael. The word  (bundle) צרור 
can also mean  .(remember) זכור 
Bnei Yisrael were adjured to 
remember the deeds of the 
Midianites (Bamidbar 25:17). 
The word המור (myrrh) is derived 
from מר (bitter). Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu adjures Kenesset Yisrael to 
remember the bitter deed of the 
sin of the golden calf, which they 
did with the abundance of gold 
He had given them.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu tells 
Kenesset Yisrael that He gave 
them this gold so that He 
could rest His Shechinah in the 
Mishkan, between the two poles 
of the Aron and the two Keruvim, 
as expressed by the second half 
of the pasuk. Instead Kenesset 

between physical and spiritual 
pleasure. There is no physical 
pleasure that can compare to 
the pleasures afforded by the 
Torah. The spiritual pleasures 
it provides are incomparable. 
Therefore, Hashem first allowed 
Bnei Yisrael to taste the physical 
pleasure of wealth and riches so 
that when they would receive 
the Torah, they would enjoy its 
pleasures even more. They would 
then appreciate that the pleasures 
they had previously experienced 
were nothing in comparison to 
the wonderful pleasures afforded 
by the Torah. Spiritual pleasure 
is eternal, whereas a physical 
pleasure dissipates with time.

This idea was demonstrated 
by Moshe Rabbeinu, who was 
incredibly wealthy. Hashem told 
him to keep the chips of the luchot, 
which he carved from sapphire 
blocks (Nedarim 38a). Despite 
his wealth, Moshe directed all 
his thoughts and concerns to 
the Torah. Immediately after the 
Torah was given on Har Sinai, 
“Moshe went down from the 
mountain to the people” (Shemot 
19:14). Rashi comments that 
this teaches that Moshe did not 
first attend to his own concerns, 
but instead went directly to the 
people from Har Sinai. Moshe’s 
sole interest was to increase 
Torah among his nation.

Thus, Hashem increased the 
wealth of Bnei Yisrael so that they 
would appreciate the difference 
between the pleasure gained 
from physical things, which 
diminishes, and the pleasure of 
the Torah, which lasts forever. 
The Mesillat Yesharim (Ch. 1) 
writes: Man was created for 
the sole purpose of delighting 
in Hashem and enjoying the 
splendor of the Shechinah. This is 
the true pleasure and the greatest 
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Even when I am found 
in the valley of tears 

and have descended to 
the depths of spiritual 

poverty, I am still as 
beautiful as the rose 

of the Sharon, and 
as lovely as the rose. 
I will never abandon 

You permanently.  
I will always cleave to 

You and Your Torah, 
since it is good and 

pleasant for me to live 
in Your Presence.

her, “What did you do to deserve 
this?” She answered them, “All 
my days, the beams of my house 
did not see the braids of my hair.” 
Due to the tremendous modesty of 
Kimchit, illustrated by the fact that 
she acted with the utmost modesty 
in private – even before the beams 
of her house, she merited sons 
who were compared to the “cedar 
trees of Lebanon,” all of whom 
were sanctified and pure.

Chazal teach that the stones 
and walls of a person’s house will 
testify about him in the World to 
Come, as it says, “A stone will 
call out from the wall” (Chabakuk 
2:11). The beams of a person’s 
house will testify whether he was 
righteous or not.

Yisrael used the gold to sin, 
angering Hashem.

Hashem urges Bnei Yisrael 
to remember the bitter deed of 
the sin of the golden calf so that 
they would not anger Him again. 
Indeed, Bnei Yisrael corrected 
their deeds and did teshuvah. 
They now sanctified their gold, 
by donating it, as well as their 
silver and precious jewels, to the 
building of the Mishkan and its 
holy vessels. 

The beams of our house 
are cedar (1:17).

The Gemara (Yoma 47a) states: 
The Rabbis taught: Kimchit had 
seven sons who all served as 
Kohen Gadol. The Sages asked 

Chapter 2 
I am a rose of the 

Sharon, a rose of the 
valley (2:1). 

Kenesset Yisrael says to 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu: Even 
when I am found in the valley of 
tears and have descended to the 
depths of spiritual poverty, I am 
still as beautiful as the rose of 
the Sharon, and as lovely as the 
rose. I will never abandon You 
permanently. I will always cleave 
to You and Your Torah, since it is 
good and pleasant for me to live 
in Your Presence.

Like a rose among the 
thorns, so is My beloved 

among the daughters 
(2:2).

Hakadosh Baruch Hu agrees 
that Kenesset Yisrael is like a 
beautiful rose surrounded by 
the many thorns of the gentile 
nations. 

The word  (thorns) החוחים 
can be divided into חם  חי-    
-  ,According to Kabbalah .הו 

the letters הו  (which have the 
gematria of eleven) represent 
the eleven sefirot of impurity. 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu says to 
Kenesset Yisrael: Although you 
went down to Egypt, which is 
the land of חם  (Cham), and you 
learned from the deeds of the 
people there, becoming impure 
by doing them, nevertheless, עם 
וקים  “חי“   Am Yisrael – ישראל 

lives. Although you immersed 
yourselves in the eleven sefirot of 
impurity, you are still My people, 
like a rose among the thorns. This 
is because even in the degraded 
land of Egypt, you remained 
modest and did not change your 
Jewish names or way of dress.

Like an apple tree 
among the trees of the 
forest, so is my Beloved 
among the sons (2:3). 

The word כתפוח (like an apple 
tree) can be divided as כו - פח - ת .  
The trees of the forest hint to the 
Torah, which is “a Tree of Life 
to those who grasp it” (Mishlei 
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person seeking a remedy and 
salve for my wounds. Therefore, 
Hashem, “Sustain me with fine 
cakes,” heal me and support me 
with these nourishing cakes, 
made from fine flour, which 
have healing qualities. Kenesset 
Yisrael asks Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu: Let me taste the sweet taste 
of Your Torah, so I should want 
to follow after You.

“Spread apples around me.” 
Surround me with golden apples, 
with the mitzvot and statutes, and 
help me cleave to them. For “I am 
sick with love.” Although I am in 
exile, I am sick with love for You 
and desire to come close to You. 
I eagerly await the moment of 
redemption.

His left hand is under 
my head and His right 
hand embraces me (2:6).

Kenesset Yisrael remembers the 
kindnesses of Hashem Yitbarach 
and says: Even during the times 
when “His left hand is under 
my head,” when the Attribute of 
Justice, which comes from the 
left side, dominates and Hashem 
causes me to suffer, nevertheless, 
“His right hand embraces me.” 
Even then, Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu spreads His love over me 
and deals kindly and mercifully 
with me. He does not intend to 
be cruel to me, rather to guide 
me and bring me back to Him, 
just as a merciful father hits his 
beloved son in order to make him 
improve.

3:18). A person who grasps the 
Torah, clings to Hashem, Whose 
Name has the gematria of כו. By 
doing so, he drives away the פח , 
referring to the yetzer hara, and 
destroys the  four hundred – ת 
levels of impurity that accompany 
Eisav Harasha.

Like an apple tree 
among the trees of the 
forest, so is my Beloved 
among the sons, in His 
shade I delighted and 
I sat, and His fruit 

is sweet to my palate 
(2:3).

Kenesset Yisrael says to 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu: Just as the 
apple tree that bears sweet fruit 
is situated among the barren trees 
of the forest, “so is my Beloved 
among the sons,” so are You, 
Ribbono shel Olam, important 
and desirable to me, rather than 
the worthless gods of the other 
nations. 

Rashi further explains, 
according to the Midrash. Just as 
people run away from the apple 
tree because it does not provide 
shade, the nations of the world 
ran from Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
at Matan Torah. But Kenesset 
Yisrael delighted and sat in His 
shade, and thus tasted how sweet 
the fruits of the holy Torah are to 
the palate.

We can also compare the forest 
to This World. There are many 
barren trees in the forest, but 
hidden among them is the apple 
tree that provides benefit and 
shade. But one must seek to find 
it. Then he will enjoy its fruits. 
Similarly, “so is my Beloved 
among the sons.” If a person 
seeks Hashem in This World, 
even in exile, without a doubt he 
will find Him and become close 
to Him as the navi (Yeshayahu 
40:26) says, “Raise your eyes to 

the heavens and see who created 
these.” By contemplating the 
wonders of Creation, the sun, 
moon, and stars, or the miracles 
contained within the human 
body, which has been created 
with such great wisdom, one 
declares, “How abundant are 
Your works, Hashem, You have 
done everything with wisdom, 
the earth is full of Your creatures.”

One just needs to think about 
things a little in order to reveal 
the shining light of Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu, which fills the world 
with its illumination.

He has brought me to 
the House of Wine, and 
His banner over me is 

love (2:4). 

Kenesset Yisrael says: When 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu saw that I 
chose Him from all other gods and 
cleaved to His Torah, “He brought 
me to the House of Wine.” He 
let me drink from the Torah and 
revealed its secrets to me. 

“His banner over me is love.” 
Each country is distinguished 
by its particular flag. Kenesset 
Yisrael says: I am the honored 
and beloved flag of Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu. I adorn Him with 
praise and honor in the eyes of all 
the nations.

Sustain me with fine 
cakes, spread apples 
around me (2:5). 

The first two letters of סמכוני  
(sustain me) spell  referring ס“מ 
to the impure kelippah. Kenesset 
Yisrael says: It is true that had I 
searched for Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu among the sons, like an apple 
tree hidden in the forest, I would 
have found Him. But I was 
disturbed by the kelippah, which 
prevented me from coming close 
to Him. 

Today I am in exile, like a sick 
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We are approaching the festival of Shavuot, the 
festival of the giving of the Torah. How can we 
strengthen ourselves in the remaining time before 
receiving this wonderful gift?

In Parashat Ki Tavo, when Bnei Yisrael were at 
the end of their forty-year sojourn in the wilderness, 
Moshe Rabbeinu turned to them and said, “Be 
attentive and hear, O Israel: This day you have 
become a people to Hashem, your G-d. You shall 
hearken to the voice of Hashem, your G-d, and you 
shall keep His commands and His statutes that I am 
commanding you today” (Devarim 27:9-10).

What is the meaning of “today you have become 
a people”? What had changed at this time?

“The Torah Is Precious 
 to Those Who Learn It”

Rashi explains: “This day you have become a 
people – you should view each day as if you have 
just entered the covenant with Hashem.” In reality, 
there was nothing new at this time. The expression 
This day you have become a people refers to the 
giving of the Torah. As Rashi explains, Bnei Yisrael 
should feel each day as if they had just received 
the Torah from Hashem. This idea is expressed in 
the Gemara (Berachot 63b): “This day you have 
become a people. Now was it on that day that the 
Torah was given to Israel? Was not that day at the 
end of the forty years [in the wilderness]? Rather 
it is to teach you that the Torah is as beloved to 
those who learn it as on the day it was given from 
Har Sinai.”

The Malbim explains that there is a difference 
between the covenant made at this time, in the 
Plains of Moav when Moshe finished writing the 
Mishneh Torah, from the covenant Hashem made 
with Bnei Yisrael on Har Sinai. When Hashem 
gave the Torah on Sinai, there was first a readiness 
on His part, and only afterward did Bnei Yisrael 
say “We will do and we will hear.” Conversely, 
now Bnei Yisrael were aroused first, due to their 
great love for their Creator. In the words of the 
Malbim: “The covenant in the Plains of Moav 
was after Moshe said all the words of the Torah 
that we wrote above – that their souls were aflame 
with the desire to cleave to Hashem, and they 
accepted upon themselves to receive the Torah, 
with tremendous desire. Because of this spiritual 
arousal, Hashem promised them all the things that 
He had previously promised them at Har Sinai.”

PreParing for the 
festival of shavuot

“Killing 
Oneself in 
the tent Of 
WisdOm”
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The Gemara (ibid.) further 
elucidates the meaning of 
“This day you have become a 
people”:

Another point: Be attentive 
(hasket) and hear, O Israel. Cut 
yourselves to pieces (kattetu) for 
words of Torah, as was said by 
Reish Lakish. For Reish Lakish 
said: From where do we learn 
that words of Torah are firmly 
held by one who kills himself 
over it? As it says, ‘This is the 
Torah, when a man shall die in a 
tent…’”

Although Bnei Yisrael had already 
accepted the Torah, now, at the end 
of the forty years of wandering 
in the wilderness, after Moshe 
Rabbeinu had finished writing 
the Torah with the completion of 
Devarim, he addressed the people 
and told them: If you want the 
words of Torah to remain with you, 
you must kill yourselves over them!

This idea is expressed in the 
following Midrash (Tanchuma, 
beginning of Parashat Noach, 3):

Hakadosh Baruch Hu chose 
Israel from the seventy nations, 
as it says, “For Hashem’s portion 
is His people, Yaakov is the 
measure of His inheritance” 
(Devarim 32:9). He gave them the 
Written Torah, which contains 
hidden and concealed hints that 
are explained by the Oral Torah, 
and He revealed them to Israel. 
Moreover, the Written Torah 
expresses the general ideas, 
whereas the Oral Torah expresses 
the details. The Oral Torah is 
much, and the Written Torah is 
little, as it says about the Oral 
Torah, “Its measure is longer 
than the earth and broader 
than the sea” (Iyov 11:9), and it 
is similarly written, “It is not 
found in the land of the living” 
(ibid. 29:13). What does it mean 
that it is not found in the land of 

the living? Is it found 
rather in the land of the 
dead? It means that the 
Oral Torah is not found in a 
person who seeks the pleasures of 
this world, or to fulfill his desires, 
or gain honor and greatness in 
this world. Rather it is found in 
a person who kills himself over 
it, as it says, “This is the Torah, 
when a man shall die in a tent” 
(Bamidbar 19:14). Similarly, 
it says, “This is the way of the 
Torah: You shall eat bread with 
salt, and you shall drink water 
in measure, and you shall sleep 
on the ground, and you shall 
live a life of suffering, and you 
shall labor in the Torah.” This 
is because Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu made a covenant with Israel 
concerning the Oral Torah, as 
it says, “כרתי האלה  הדברים  פי  על   כי 
 For according to these – אתך ברית
words have I sealed a covenant 
with you” (Shemot 34:27). Our 
Sages explain: Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu did not write in the Torah 
“For the sake of(  these למען) 
words” or “On behalf of (בעבור)   
these words” or “Because of  
 ,these words.” Rather (בגלל)
Hashem wrote “For according to 
 these words.” This refers  (על פי)
to the Oral Torah (תורה שבעל פה), 
which is difficult to learn.

The Torah is both broad and long. 
There are seventy ways to interpret 
it, and many ways to learn it. It 
contains p’shat, remez, drash, and 
sod. It comprises both complicated 
back-and-forth discussion and the 
simple explanation. Its words can 
be explained according to their 
gematria, as well as according to 
the first letters of each word. It has 
many facets.

But most significant of all, the 

By making a small 
commitment to turn 
off his cellphone 
before entering the 
Beit Midrash or 
attending a Torah 
shiur, one enters 
the category of 
those who labor in 
Torah. By turning of 
his phone, he has 
curtailed his desires 
and negated his own 
will. Now he will not 
only enjoy the time 
he spends learning 
without interruption, 
but he will attain all 
the benefits of one 
who “kills himself” 
over the Torah. 
Fortunate is he, and 
fortunate is his lot.
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more they are studied in the Beit 
Midrash, the more concealed 
were their graves. The books of 
the Chafetz Chaim are studied by 
every family, whether books on 
proper speech, such as Chafetz 
Chaim and Shemirat Halashon, 
or the Mishneh Berurah, Torat 
Habayit and Ahavat Chesed. 
But contrary to his standing as 
one of the greatest scholars of 
the Jewish people, his grave is 
located in a forsaken and hidden 
place, to the extent that no one 
sets foot in that place, except for 
Jews who seek it.

The Torah of the Chafetz 
Chaim is famous throughout the 
world. Everyone can say at least 
one halachah or ethical thought 
in his name. Why did Hashem 
ensure that his grave is so hidden 
and hard to reach?

The same question can be 
asked concerning the graves 
of many great members of our 
nation, at which we cried copious 
tears while beseeching them to 
intercede on behalf of our Jewish 
brethren throughout the world. 

Moshe’s Grave Was in 
the Wilderness

In a similar vein, our question 
seems to be compounded by 
the fact that the site of Moshe 
Rabbeinu’s grave is altogether 
unknown. This is very puzzling. 
Moshe was the one who brought 
down the Torah from the heavens 
to the Jewish people, sojourning 
there for forty days and forty 
nights. Moshe was the one who 
brought Bnei Yisrael out of 
Egypt as Hashem’s messenger. 
His fame crosses every border 
and is known by all religions. Yet 
he is buried in the wilderness, a 
forsaken and barren site, and we 
don’t even know the location 
of his grave. Our Sages explain 
that this is in order to prevent his 
grave from becoming a site for 
idolatry. But Moshe could have 
been buried in a different hidden 
location, unknown to mankind. 
Why was he buried specifically 
in the wilderness?

Let’s compare this to the burial 
of the leaders of the gentile 
nations. Many memorials and 
museums have been named after 
such people, who are buried 
in mausoleums surrounded by 
beautiful gardens. Only our great 
leaders are buried like any other 
member of the nation, with a 
gravestone above their graves 
engraved with a short eulogy. 
Why is this so?

The Generations of 
the Righteous Are 

Their Torah Learning 
and Good Deeds

Perhaps we can explain with 
the following idea. Parashat 
Noach begins “These are the 
generations of Noach, Noach was 
a righteous man.” Rashi explains, 
“This teaches you that the main 

Torah is different from any other 
form of wisdom. If a person 
wants to retain a certain form 
of knowledge, all he must do is 
review it many times. This is not 
the case concerning the Torah. 
One who desires to retain it must 
not only learn it in great depth, 
but must “kill himself” over it. 
This is the only way to make 
himself into a fitting vessel to 
retain it. 

This is the advice that Moshe 
Rabbeinu gave Bnei Yisrael 
before they made the covenant 
with Hashem mentioned in 
Parashat Ki Tavo. But it is 
rooted in Matan Torah itself. 
The acceptance of the Torah that 
Bnei Yisrael made on Har Sinai 
remains with them each day, 
since the Torah must be new in 
one’s eyes every day. During 
Sefirat HaOmer, the time when 
we prepare to receive the Torah, 
it is particularly appropriate to 
take the message of “killing 
oneself over the Torah” to heart.

“This Is the Torah, 
and This Is Its 

Reward”?

To help us integrate this 
message, I would like to relate 
the following story that happened 
on our trip to the Ukraine in Elul 
2007, when we merited visiting 
the graves of the tzaddikim 
buried in Europe, great people 
whose Torah teachings are well-
known throughout the world. We 
visited the grave of the Chafetz 
Chaim, zt”l, who wrote the 
Mishneh Berurah, as well as the 
grave of the Gaon of Vilna, zy”a.

Throughout our travels, I 
noticed something interesting 
that applied to almost all these 
gedolei Yisrael. The more famous 
their scholarly works, and the 
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offspring of the righteous are their 
good deeds.” The Torah that they 
learned and disseminated in their 
lifetime is the main thing they 
leave over in This World, and 
stands them in good stead in the 
World to Come. Their physical 
existence, represented by their 
bodies, is not the most important 
part of their lives. Their Torah is. 
And this is because they “killed” 
their physical natures through 
learning it. Physicality is not the 
main point of life; spirituality is. 
The physical is merely a tool for 
spiritual pursuits. 

Thus, even though it is a 
tremendous merit and segulah 
to pray at the graves of the 
righteous, and many people have 
merited salvation through doing 
so, the most important legacy of 
the righteous is their good deeds. 

In light of this, what difference 
does it make that their bodies are 
now lying in the grave in some 
forsaken place? Their Torah 
takes first place on the tables of 
Torah scholars, and thus ensures 
that their lips continue to speak 
words of Torah in the grave, 
as our Sages tell us in various 
places.

“The righteous are considered 
living even after their death” 
(Berachot 18a). During their 
lifetime, they had one purpose 
only: to become ever closer 
to their Creator. This was 
their pleasure and joy. David 
Hamelech expressed this by 
saying, “For me, closeness to 
Hashem is good” (Tehillim 
73:25). It is thus natural that 
the righteous are called “living” 
after their death. Now they are 
completely connected to the 
Ribbono shel Olam, and bask in 
the splendor of His Shechinah. 

There is neither need to 
publicize where the righteous 

are buried nor to beautify their 
graves. When they lived, their 
entire lives revolved around the 
Torah. After their death, “their 
lips speak in the grave,” as their 
Torah thoughts are discussed and 
debated in the Beit Midrash by 
thousands of disciples, young 
and old alike. This brings even 
greater pleasure to the deceased.

Moshe Rabbeinu’s gravesite 
is unknown to impress upon us 
the point that it is not necessary 
to know its location. Rather, 

we should be 
involved in knowing 

the Torah that he brought to us 
from Heaven. “Moshe is true, 
and his Torah is true.”

Similarly, the grave of the 
Chafetz Chaim is in a deserted 
location to impress upon us that 
he is famed for his Torah, for 
his sefarim which are learned 
in every place, and his words of 
inspiration and mussar. These 
have ensured him a place for 
generations among the great 
leaders of our nation.

To “Kill Oneself”  
for the Ribbono  

shel Olam

The Vilna Gaon was known 
for his unparalleled immersion 
in Torah learning. His labor in 
Torah was so intense that when 
Eliyahu Hanavi offered to reveal 
deep secrets of the Torah to him, 
he refused. One acquires Torah 
only through exerting great effort 
to do so, he explained.

Many pages have been written 
concerning the Gaon’s diligence 
and persistence in learning. The 
following story is an example 
of this. One time, the Gaon’s 
sister came to visit him after a 
prolonged period when they had 
not seen each other. The Gaon 
received her cordially and spent 
a few minutes speaking to her. 
Then he excused himself, saying 
that his time was too precious 
to waste on small talk, and they 
would meet again in the Next 
World when they would have 
plenty of opportunity to spend 
time with each other.

Yet despite all this, the Gaon is 
buried in a desolate place known 
by only a few. The visitors who 
come there are surprised to see 
this. Is this the reward for Torah 
learning?

One acquires 
Torah only 

through 
exerting 

great effort 
to do so, he 
explained.
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for pleasures of 
This World.” Is 
there any greater self-sacrifice 
than this? My father unified all 
his desires for Hashem alone.

Applying the Message 
to Our Lives – 

 How to Prepare  
for Matan Torah

We are certainly not on this 
exalted level. I do not intend 
to compare our actions to 
those of the Chafetz Chaim or 
Vilna Gaon, as we mentioned. 
Nevertheless, it is beneficial to 
mention these deeds, in order to 
know the great spiritual heights 
that a person can attain. The 
Tanna d’Bei Eliyahu teaches that 
one must ask himself when his 
deeds will resemble the deeds 
of our forefathers Avraham, 
Yitzchak, and Yaakov. This is 
even though we are far from their 
exalted level. It is worthwhile for 
us to know and contemplate the 
deeds of our forefathers, since 
they provide a “signpost for 
the children,” exemplifying the 
levels that a person can reach. At 
the very minimum, one must do 
as much as he can.

Even if we are able to add only 
a small amount of effort to our 
avodat Hashem, we are required 
to do it. Each person must do 
what he can, according to the 
level he is on. There are many 
areas in which one can improve 
and exert himself a little more, 
whether adding another Torah 
shiur to his day, or learning a 
little more by himself.

“Killing Oneself” –  
On a Daily Basis

Let’s consider the following 
example. Many people come to 

On contemplation, we will 
realize that this is the most 
fitting way for such a person to 
be buried. The Vilna Gaon spend 
his lifetime in the tents of Torah, 
“killing himself” over it and 
uprooting every character trait 
that would prevent him from 
attaining his goal of acquiring 
Torah. He renounced all physical 
pleasures in its pursuit. In the 
same manner that he lived his 
life, he returned his soul. In This 
World, he lived within the four 
amot of halachah, whose fruit he 
enjoys in the Next. He knew that 
the World to Come is primary, 
and This World secondary; a 
corridor leading to it. If so, 
what does it matter where his 
body is buried? Does it make 
any difference if his grave is 
in a decorative mausoleum or 
in the barren wilderness? He 
understood that more important 
is the type of provisions he 
would take with him to the Next 
World, not the body that would 
be left in the grave.

David Hamelech tells us: “For 
one does not take anything upon 
his death, his splendor will not 
descend after him” (Tehillim 
49:18). One does not go to the 
Next World with any honor or 
riches that he gained in this 
one. He takes with him only his 
Torah and mitzvot. These are the 
only things that gain him merit 
to enter the Next World. These 
provide him with the ticket to the 
incomparable enjoyment there, 
about which our Sages say, “The 
pleasures of one moment in the 
Next World are greater than all 
the pleasures of This World.” All 
the pleasures one could imagine 
experiencing in This World 
cannot be compared to a single 
moment of the World to Come.

There is one way to merit 
experiencing this incomparable 

pleasure: by 
using the corridor 
as a fitting preparation 
for the ballroom. By doing 
mitzvot and good deeds, learning 
Torah and practicing loving-
kindness with one’s fellow man, 
by praying and giving charity. 
We are reminded of this by the 
fact that the main praise of the 
righteous are their Torah learning, 
and the sefarim they have left us 
as a legacy in the Batei Midrash 
and Batei Kenessiot. Where 
their bodies are buried is not so 
important.

By killing oneself over the 
Torah, one gains true life. By 
nullifying oneself, one attains 
eternal existence. This is the 
message the forsaken and forlorn 
graves of the righteous should 
impress upon us.

This realization is vital for 
preparing to receive the Torah 
anew on Shavuot. Each year, 
Hashem enables us to accept the 
Torah, showering us with spiritual 
illumination. But we merit this 
by living in accordance with the 
message that the most important 
thing in our avodat Hashem is 
laboring to attain the Torah.

“Killing Oneself” – 
 For His Sake

My father and teacher, Rabbi 
Moshe Aharon, zy”a, was the 
paragon of one who “kills 
himself in the tent of Torah.” He 
would never eat to satiety. When 
he partook of a meal, he would 
taste the food and then stop 
eating. When my mother saw this 
happen time after time, she felt 
bad, thinking that my father did 
not like her cooking. My father 
realized this and told her, “I enjoy 
the food you make, but I only eat 
a little since I prefer to reserve 
my desires for the Ribbono shel 
Olam and His Torah rather than 
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There is one way to merit experiencing 
this incomparable pleasure: by using 
the corridor as a fitting preparation 
for the ballroom. By doing mitzvot 
and good deeds, learning Torah and 
practicing loving-kindness with one’s 
fellow man, by praying and giving 
charity. We are reminded of this by 
the fact that the main praise of the 
righteous are their Torah learning, 
and the sefarim they have left us as a 
legacy in the Batei Midrash and Batei 
Kenessiot. Where their bodies are 
buried is not so important.

the Beit Midrash 
and fix a certain time 
for learning, whether 
this means they attend a 
particular shiur or learn 
with a study partner. But the Satan joins 
him also. The man keeps a cellphone in 
his pocket and looks at it every few minutes. 
His learning is torn to shreds. The Chazon 
Ish commented on a person learning in 
a piecemeal fashion, comparing him to a 
person who sows seeds in the ground and 
immediately floods them with water. Rather 
than allowing the seeds to germinate and 
grow, he has destroyed them.

By making a small commitment to turn 
off his cellphone before entering the Beit 
Midrash or attending a Torah shiur, one 
enters the category of those who labor in 
Torah. By turning of his phone, he has 
curtailed his desires and negated his own 
will. Now he will not only enjoy the time he 
spends learning without interruption, but he 
will attain all the benefits of one who “kills 
himself” over the Torah. Fortunate is he, and 
fortunate is his lot.

The way to succeed in this mission is by 
appreciating the Torah, as we wrote at the 
beginning of this article. The more we value 
the Torah, the more easily we will be able 
to negate our desires, which prevent us from 
attaining Torah. This will enable us to accept 
the Torah anew on Shavuot, the day it is 
given to us each year. Let us take the lesson 
from all we have said, in order to prepare 
for Shavuot in the best way possible. One 
way is to read and contemplate the sayings 
of our Sages, as well as sifrei mussar that 
speak about the value of Torah. The second 
is to make a small resolution that will bring 
us closer to Torah and enable us to enter the 
category of those who “kill themselves in the 
tent of Torah,” thus meriting to attain it as an 
eternal possession.



The Miracle ThaT Took 

Place in ra’anana

“Vigorous and fresh they will be, to declare that Hashem is just” (Tehillim 92:15-16)

Ra’anana is a large city in the middle of Eretz Yisrael on the borders of the Sharon area. It is 
predominantly secular. Most of its inhabitants do not keep Torah and mitzvot. Nevertheless, 
there is a spark of spirituality nestling in the depths of each Jew. If this spark is ignited with 
the breath of spiritual life, it will light a flame that will rise higher and higher.

This holy fire is fanned by Torah-based activities. Thus, in the middle of this bustling city, in 
a regular office block, there is one room that, although its physical dimensions are small, 
provides tremendous spiritual illumination. It is difficult to fathom how, within the walls of 
this diminutive space, so many people are affected by this great light. The enormous thirst 
for Torah and spirituality is quenched in this institution “Kol Chaim,” called on the name of 
Rabbeinu Hakadosh, the miracle-worker, Rabbi Chaim Pinto, zy”a. 

The voice of Torah resounds in the institution of Kol Chaim, on Rechov Achuza. This is a 
voice of life and purity, which spreads a spiritual light over all the inhabitants of the area, 
drawing them, youths and elders alike, to the place. At first, they come to get a taste of 
spiritual pursuits, but after a short time, their visits become a daily occurrence that they 
cannot forgo, as they spend many hours in the institution, absorbing all it has to offer.

The vision and life’s work of Moreinu v’Rabbeinu, the tzaddik Rabbi David 
Chananya Pinto, shlita, to increase Torah and kedushah among 
Klal Yisrael has been achieved in Ra’anana in the most 
splendid way. The institutions of Kol Chaim 
serve as a beacon of light to the 
entire surrounding area.

On the Torah center in the heart of Ra’anana • On the Beit Kenesset established in the 
shopping center • The open miracle experienced by those praying in the Beit Kenesset, 
together with those out shopping • Tzitzit that saved • And also: Why did Moreinu 
Harav, shlita, “rearrange” the Beit Kenesset? • The merit of Rabbi Chaim Pinto, zy”a.

by Rav Yosef Elkouby
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the Rav, shlita, was in France, and had 
told him that I would be coming there 
also.

Suddenly, in the middle of my 
preparations, I decided to cancel the trip. 
Despite the fact that I had many things 
to take care of in Marseille, I stayed in 
Ra’anana. 

The next morning, my phone rang. The 
Rav, shlita, was on the line. 

“Good morning,” he said. “Where are 
you?”

“In Ra’anana,” I answered. But I had a 
feeling that the Rav knew this.

“Can you come to the Beit Kenesset? Open 
it up for me,” the Rav said, and added with a 
smile, “I’d like to have a cup of coffee.”

I ran with my son to the Beit Kenesset, thrilled 
that the Rav was here, so close by, and that I would 
merit seeing him. What a wonderful surprise.

I opened the Beit Kenesset, and the Rav entered, 
seemingly preoccupied with an important mission.

As soon as he entered, the Rav began to move 
the benches and chairs from place to place. I didn’t 
understand why the Rav was doing this. My son and 
I immediately offered to do the job, and moved the 
furniture to wherever the Rav directed us. The Rav’s 
intention behind this strange act was hidden from us.

This was a very strange thing to do, since there are 
two hundred seats in the Beit Kenesset, which all look 
exactly the same. Nevertheless, the Rav obviously had 
a specific purpose in how he was rearranging the seats.

“Move this one, but leave the next one where it is,” 
said the Rav. And so our job continued, as we moved 
some seats and left others in their place, all according to 
the directions of the Rav.

We spent ten minutes moving the seats. We heeded 
the instructions of the Rav without understanding what 
we were doing. We did because the Rav told us to do. 
We also moved various sefarim in the bookcases from 
place to place, according to the Rav’s directions.

 On the film that the policemen 

showed us, we could see a second 

terrorist try to open the right-hand 

door. Of course, he couldn’t. He 

turned on his heels and went back 

to the shopping center. 

Michael Ben Shushan is a precious Jew who used 
to live in Marseille, France. A few years ago, he came 
to live in Eretz Yisrael, in Ra’anana. He soon became 
integrated in the group of disciples of Moreinu, shlita, 
who gathered in this city from all over the world, and 
particularly from France.

Approximately six months ago, Michael was one of 
the foremost organizers of the project to build the Beit 
Kenesset and Beit Midrash Kol Chaim. He was also 
involved in establishing a kollel for avreichim there, 
ensuring that the sound of Torah learning resounds each 
day in the halls of Kol Chaim. 

I sat with him to discuss the development of this 
wonderful institution, and to hear his moving and 
inspiring firsthand testimony of “the great miracle 
that happened to us in Kol Chaim in Ra’anana.” The 
following is his account.

A “New Arrangement”

We opened the Torah center Kol Chaim in Tishrei. We 
felt it was important to begin the tefillot of the Yamim 
Nora’im with the Rav, shlita, in our new Beit Kenesset, 
and in an organized fashion.

We put up fliers advertising the Rav’s arrival to pray 
with us, and merited attracting a large congregation, 
who were all elevated by being in the presence of the 
Rav.

The month of Tishrei was filled with exalted spiritual 
mileposts: Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and 
of course Simchat Torah. We were fortunate that the 
Rav led the congregation on Simchat Torah as well, 
showering us with the wonderful illumination of his 
Torah thoughts, and inspiring us through his elevated 
conduct.

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan was on Tuesday of the week 
of Parashat Noach. I had intended to fly to Marseille on 
the previous Sunday. The night before my trip, Motza’ei 
Shabbat of Parashat Bereishit, I was busy packing my 
suitcases and organizing last-minute details. I knew that 
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At the end of all this, the Beit Kenesset 
looked exactly as it had when the Rav 
had entered it. Only the Rav, my son, 
and I knew what had happened there, and 
how the Rav had labored at such a strange 
“rearranging” of things.

No Stranger Shall  

Sit on His Chair

When we had finished our job, the Rav 
turned to me, took me by the hand, and firmly 
led me to his chair, at the mizrach of the Beit 
Kenesset.

I could see that the Rav was agitated. He 
began to deliberately strike the chair, like a 

person trying to resolve a certain important 
issue: “I sit on this chair in the merit of my holy 

forefathers! In the merit of the holy Rabbi Chaim 
Pinto. This is the place of Rabbi Chaim Pinto! No 

one should dare sit in it!”
At that moment, it was clear to me that the Rav 

had hidden intentions behind his actions. The Rav 
has never been concerned about his own honor. It 

was obvious that the Rav was not referring to his own 
seat in the Beit Kenesset. Who would dare sit on the 

seat of the Rav?  The Rav said all these things, but did 
not seem to calm down. He sat and shouted sharp words, 
like a person who wanted everyone to hear what he had 
to say: “Listen carefully. Do not come near the chair of 
Rabbi Chaim Pinto! This is the place of Rabbi Chaim 
Pinto, the chair of Rabbi Chaim. No one may sit on it!”

I thought perhaps I should set the Rav’s mind at ease, 
and promised him that I would ensure that his command 
would be fulfilled.

After I had done this, the Rav became calm. It was 
clear that the matter that needed clarification and was 
so important to him had been made. We left the Beit 
Kenesset. The Rav did not drink the coffee that had 
ostensibly brought him to the place.

I was left wondering at the strange events that had just 
happened.

The Sound Came through 

Our Windows

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan began on Monday evening.
The kollel was to be inaugurated the next morning by 

the Rav, shlita, for the beginning of the “winter zman.” 
Harav Daniel Cohen, shlita, who had previously been 

the Rosh Kollel in Lyon, France, would serve as Rosh 
Kollel in Ra’anana. I spoke with Harav Cohen, and told 
him what the Rav had done in the Beit Kenesset on the 
previous day. We both wondered what it all meant.

I prayed Shacharit in the Beit Kenesset with the 
avreichim, as I did every morning. It was a most joyous 
tefillah, in anticipation of the opening of the kollel. In the 
middle of Shacharit, during the third aliyah to the Torah, 
we heard terrifying cries coming from the street, which 
was one story below.The screaming stopped. Some people 
ran to the windows to see what was happening. Others, 
the younger members of the congregation, ran down the 
stairs and out of the building to see if they could help.

What had happened? A precious Jew, Yair Ben Ezra, 
was walking in the street when a cursed Arab stabbed him 
in the throat and several places in his body.

All the men from the Beit Kenesset, who were still 
wrapped in tallit and tefillin, jumped on the terrorist 
and neutralized him. His death prevented further attacks 
against innocent people.

Yair Ben Ezra described the incident to the news 
channels, from his hospital bed in Meir Hospital in Kfar 
Saba: “He was standing at the side of the bus stop. I saw 
him move as soon as I looked at him. He jumped on me 
with a knife, shouting, ‘Allah Achbar.’ I pushed him away 
with my left hand and tried to punch him as hard as I 
could. I saw the knife in his hand; he was burning with 
anger, like a tiger. It’s fortunate it ended as it did, and he 
wasn’t able to hurt any of the children who were at the bus 
stop. He stabbed me twice in the neck, in my waist, my 
shoulder, and my hand. I’m hurting all over.”

Within seconds, the news of the attack had spread 
throughout the shopping center, where the Beit Kenesset 
was situated. Many of the store owners and shoppers ran 

This is Kol Chaim in Ra’anana. This city, which has been devoid of Torah until recently, 

is now being infused with its illumination. The light of Torah is beginning to dim the 

shallow and temporal lights of the city. In a small place that has enormous impact, 

the coals of Judaism are being fanned back to life. They will not be extinguished but 

are bursting into flame, as throughout the day Torah classes are drawing the hearts 

of those far from Judaism back toward Hashem. Here, all who thirst for Torah are able 

to drink its life-giving waters to their heart’s content. Fortunate are these righteous 

people, in whose merit the redemption will speedily come, in our days, Amen. 32



to the Beit Kenesset in a panic. We took everyone inside 
and securely bolted the doors.

Meanwhile, the Sefer Torah had been returned to its 
place, as is fitting when the Torah reading is interrupted 
and it is not known when it will be continued.

When the police and ambulances arrived, they took the 
injured man to the hospital. The terrorist was removed 
from the place, and everyone went back to the Beit 
Kenesset. Then a rumor circulated that there was another 
terrorist at large. Everyone was told to stay where they 
were. A while later, the police announced it was safe to 
go out. The doors of the Beit Kenesset were opened, and 
everyone went back to their business.

With great emotion, we once again took the Sefer Torah 
out in order to continue the Torah reading. The Rav who 
was reading from it was overcome with emotion, and 
burst into tears in the middle of his reading…

The Door of  

Rabbi Chaim Pinto

Somehow, we finished the Torah reading and tefillat 
Mussaf. Afterward, I sat with Harav Cohen, the avreichim, 
and the congregants, drinking a cup of coffee to calm 
down from the terrible events that had just taken place. 
Suddenly, the door opened and two policemen entered.

“Who is the gabbai here?” they asked.
I presented myself to them.
“Where did the terrorist enter?” they asked me.
“Baruch Hashem, they did not come in here,” I 

answered.
They asked me some more questions, which showed 

that the police thought the terrorist had come into the Beit 
Kenesset. We couldn’t understand why they thought that.

One of the policemen took his cellphone out of his 

pocket and showed me a copy of a short 
video that the guard of the shopping 
center had taken. On the video, the outside 
view of the entrance of the Beit Kenesset 
was clearly visible. Above its entrance 
is written in large, beautiful script: “This 
is the gate to Hashem, the righteous shall 
enter it – Beit Kenesset Kol Chaim, named 
for Rabbi Chaim Pinto.”

The congregants always use only the left-
hand door of the Beit Kenesset. The right-
hand door is permanently locked. On the film 
that the policemen showed us, we could see 
a second terrorist try to open the right-hand 
door. Of course, he couldn’t. He turned on his 
heels and went back to the shopping center.

A few minutes later, he came back and again 
tried to open the right-hand door. He shook the 
handle again and again, but Baruch Hashem did 
not think to try the other door, just next to it.

A Miracle on Film

All of this took place just moments before the 
terrorist attack happened underneath the windows of 
the Beit Kenesset.  During those moments, we were 
all in the midst of our prayers.

Harav Cohen saw this and exclaimed, “Hashem 
protected us! What happened in Har Nof could have 
happened to us, just now!” The door of the Beit 
Kenesset is behind the congregants. The terrorist could 
have attacked without anyone noticing him entering the 
Beit Kenesset. No one would have prevented him.

As we were being shown the video, Harav Cohen 
caught my eye, and we both recalled the incident with 
the Rav, shlita, that had taken place on the previous day.

We were both thinking exactly the same thing: Now 
we knew the meaning of the seemingly strange actions of 
the Rav. I understood that the Rav’s exclamations were in 
fact tefillot beseeching that the merit of Rabbi Chaim Pinto 
would protect the congregants and prevent the terrorist 
from entering the Beit Kenesset and harming anyone 
in it. The merit of the holy tzaddik, Rabbi Chaim Pinto, 
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enveloped the Beit Kenesset, safeguarding 
it from all harm.

In the end, the accursed terrorist was 
found two kilometers away from the Beit 
Kenesset, near a school, with two lethal 
knives on him.

A congregant was told by one of the police 
interrogators that when the terrorist was asked 
why he did not share in the murderous mission 
of his friend, he replied, “When I reached the 
door of the Beit Kenesset in the shopping 
center, I was overcome with great fear. I was 
paralyzed by this fear, and was unable to carry 
out my plan to kill Jews,” rachmana litzlan.

It was now clear to us that the strange actions of 
the Rav, shlita, who had been involved in matters 
far above our perception, had prevented a tragedy 

from taking place in the Beit Kenesset. This was 
all in the merit of Rabbi Chaim Pinto, zy”a, may 
his merits continue to protect us and all Am Yisrael.

So That Your Days May 

Be Lengthened

Yair Ben Ezra recovered from his injuries. He came 
to the Beit Kenesset and related the events of that 

memorable day.
Yair owned a car. Since the wedding of his sister was 

due to take place on the following day, he had loaned his 
car to his parents so that they could take care of all the 
last-minute preparations. “I’ll go by bus,” he said to his 
parents. Thus he fulfilled the mitzvah of honoring one’s 
parents, which is rewarded with long life.

He wanted to put on tzitzit before he left the house, but 
he didn’t find any. He did have a pair of tzitzit that his 
sister, the kallah, had asked him to wear in honor of the 
wedding. He decided it would be the right thing to put on 
this pair of tzitzit, reasoning that it would not get soiled 
by being worn for one day. A short time later, he was 
attacked and stabbed in the neck by the terrorist.

Blood spurted from his neck. He was losing so 
much blood that his life was in danger. The passers-by 

immediately rushed to help him, seeking a way to staunch 
the blood until the rescue services came. Someone 
grabbed his tzitzit and pressed it against his neck to stop 
the flow of the blood.

Later, the doctors said that the tzitzit provided an extra 
few millimeters of protection to Yair. Had the knife 
penetrated his body any further, his wounds would have 
been much more dangerous. After he recovered, Yair 
came to the Beit Kenesset every day to pray with us. He 
even stayed to learn for an hour each day.

Yair received his life anew as a gift from the Creator, in 
the merit of the mitzvot that he kept. Since that fateful day, 
he has come closer and closer to his Father in Heaven.

A Spiritual Refuge

The attitude of the people in the shopping center 
toward the Beit Kenesset has changed dramatically 
since that day.

At first, there were many people who opposed the 
establishment of a Beit Kenesset in the shopping center. 
They tried various ways to prevent it from being opened, 
and there was an unpleasant atmosphere between the 
various parties concerned.

When the terrorist attacked, many people ran to the Beit 
Kenesset, sensing they would be safe behind its locked 
doors. On the day after the attack, the second day of Rosh 
Chodesh, the Rav, shlita, came to the tefillah. Afterward, 
several of the shop owners came up to the Rav. He 
welcomed them to the Beit Kenesset and gave them the 
most heartfelt blessings, as is his custom with all Jews. 
Many of them have since returned to the Rav to ask his 
advice and gain his blessing, some on a regular basis.

Later, the shop owners asked for forgiveness. They 
wrote a most moving letter, in which they expressed 
their gratitude “that you opened the doors for us and 
saved our lives.”

B’siyatta di’Shemaya, even the opposition of the 
city council toward the Beit Kenesset dissipated. No 
more obstacles were placed in our path, as everyone 
understood that having a Beit Kenesset in the shopping 
center brought only blessing to the entire area.

After he recovered, Yair came to the Beit 

Kenesset every day to pray with us. He even 

stayed to learn for an hour each day.

Yair received his life anew as a gift from the 

Creator, in the merit of the mitzvot that he 

kept. Since that fateful day, he has come 

closer and closer to his Father in Heaven.
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“At dawn, hear my voice” (Tehillim 5:4)

Awakening to a new day of Torah in Ra'anana - A daily Schedule in Kol Chaim

6:30 a.m.

As the city awakens to a new day, throngs of 
people can be seen hurrying in one direction. Their 
destination is Kol Chaim, where many people pray 
tefillat Shacharit every morning. Wrapped in their 
tallit, each one begins their day with “Modeh ani” 
and “Shema Yisrael” on their lips. After the tefillah, 
they do not hurry to leave. The light of Torah 
draws them to spend more and more time in these 
hallowed halls.

7:30 a.m.

The clock shows it is now time to join all those 
rushing to work. But the congregants delay the 
morning rush to their physical pursuits, in order to 
gain eternal dividends. Each day, they devote some 
time to learning Gemara, halachah, and topics related 
to the weekly parashah.

Many of the participants in these classes are 
members of the community of French immigrants in 
Ra’anana. They have surely found a new home in Kol 
Chaim.

“Day following day utters speech” 
(Tehillim 19:3)

9:00-10.30 a.m.

At the start of the day’s program, avreichim learn 
together with ba’alei batim for an hour and a half. 
Together they clarify the intricacies of the Gemara, 

and the level of learning is geared toward 
each participant. This type of learning 
greatly influences those who have recently 
begun tasting the sweetness of the holy 
Torah. It also a great merit for the avreichim 
involved in this project, who are true shluchei 
mitzvah.

9:00-20:00

There are two kollelim in the institution. One 
learns from 9:00 a.m. to 15:30 p.m., without a 
break, and the other learns from 12:00 a.m. to 
20:00 p.m. The latter kollel is directed by Harav 
Daniel Cohen, shlita, and is devoted to in-depth 
learning of the Gemara in order to clarify the 
halachah from it. 

Many distinguished avreichim travel from 
surrounding towns to learn in the kollelim of Kol 
Chaim. Transportation has been arranged from Bnei 
Brak and Elad to the institution.

There are approximately thirty avreichim, many 
of whom speak fluent French, whose influence on 
the institution is felt in the most positive manner. 
Through their knowledge of French, they are able 
to draw close to their Father in Heaven those who 
have become distanced. In Kol Chaim, it is normal 
to see young men and older people from the city, and 
even from farther afield, clarifying different types of 
Torah topics with the Rosh Kollel, shlita, and other 
members of the staff and avreichim. 
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“And night following night 
declares knowledge” (Ibid.)

Even after a full day of fruitful learning, 
the quest for more Torah and yirat Shamayim 
has not ended in Kol Chaim. Between 
Minchah and Ma’ariv, shiurim are given 
on a wide array of Torah topics, catering to 
the interests of the broader congregation. 
The topics vary from child education to the 
laws of Shabbat. The attendees are provided 
both with the tools to effectively bring up 
their children in a Torah way, which is a most 
pressing issue in our times, as well as with the 
appreciation of the wonderful gift of Shabbat, 

and the knowledge of how to keep it according 
to halachah.

“May You add days onto the days 
of the king” (Tehillim 63:7)

Great excitement and feelings of spiritual 
elevation are experienced when Moreinu 

v’Rabbeinu, the son of holy ones, Rabbi David 
Chananya Pinto, shlita, visits Ra’anana to spend a 

weekday or a Shabbat among this holy congregation.
Even before his arrival, each heart pulsates with 

the anticipation that “a righteous person is coming 
to town.” Everyone eagerly awaits the opportunity to 
behold his holy countenance and hear his words of 
encouragement. Many are waiting to ask the Rav his 
advice, or seek his succor for their troubles.

Hundreds gather in the institution of Kol Chaim, and 
an elevated level of sanctity is palpably felt within its 
walls. Kavod Harav, shlita, blesses the congregation 
in the merit of his forefathers, eminent tzaddikim. 
Afterward, the Rav relates words of Torah of topical 
interest, lending new insight into the parashah of the 
week. The Rav weaves together pesukim from the 
eternal Torah with current events, in the most pleasant 

and interesting manner.
One cannot adequately describe how greatly those 

gathered at these events are affected by the Rav’s 
words. Everyone feels inspired and energized, and a 
tremendous kiddush Hashem is made.

After the shiur, many people approach the Rav, 
shlita, to ask for his blessing, or for his wise advice 
concerning their troubles. The Rav advises each 
person according to their needs and blesses them in 
the merit of his holy forefathers. Finally, the crowd 
disperses and everyone returns to their homes, feeling 
spiritually elevated, and eagerly awaiting the next 
visit of the Rav. 

Rabbi Yoel Pinto, shlita, the son of the Rav, follows 
in his father’s footsteps and frequently visits Ra’anana 
to encourage the holy congregation there. Similarly, 
throngs of people crowd the institution to attain his 
blessing, or ask his advice on all areas of life.

Rabbi Yoel, shlita, stays in Ra’anana for one 
Shabbat, each month. All who experience these 
Shabbatot are infused and elevated to higher spiritual 
worlds. Rabbi Yoel gives six or seven shiurim during 
Shabbat, comprising topics of halachah, Mussar, and 
the Jewish way of life. It is amazing that so many 
people are able to fit into such a comparatively small 
space to hear the shiurim. It is like the aliyah l’regel in 
the times of the Beit Hamikdash, when no one would 
say that “the place is too crowded.” The thirst for 
spirituality and Torah knowledge is almost tangible. 
Each person is enthralled with the shiurim and yearns 
to hear more and more.

“How magnificent was the Kohen Hagadol”
Tremendous spiritual elevation was experienced during 

the Yamim Nora’im this year, when Moreinu, shlita, 
joined the congregation in Ra’anana for Yom Kippur. 
Three hundred and fifty people filled the Beit Kenesset 
throughout the day. It was a day of pure holiness, filled 
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with tefillot and words of spiritual encouragement spoken 
by the Rav, shlita. The prayers of the congregation split 
the heavens. The feeling of intense cleaving to Hashem 
on that day will not easily be forgotten.

This is Kol Chaim in Ra’anana. This city, which 
has been devoid of Torah until recently, is now being 
infused with its illumination. The light of Torah is 
beginning to dim the shallow and temporal lights of 
the city. In a small place that has enormous impact, 
the coals of Judaism are being fanned back to life. 

They will not be extinguished but 
are bursting into flame, as throughout 
the day Torah classes are drawing the 
hearts of those far from Judaism back 
toward Hashem. Here, all who thirst for 
Torah are able to drink its life-giving 
waters to their heart’s content. Fortunate 
are these righteous people, in whose merit 
the redemption will speedily come, in our 
days, Amen.

Thirty  avreichim learn every day in Kol Chaim. There are two minyanim for Shacharit. The first 
begins at 6:45 a.m. Many of the people who attend this tefillah used to pray by themselves at home (or 
not at all…) The second minyan begins at 8:00 a.m. Immediately afterward, the day’s learning begins, 
continuing until 7:00 p.m.

Fifteen avreichim learn until 3:30 p.m., and another fifteen avreichim come at 12:00 p.m. and learn until 
7:00 p.m. There is a shiur from 8:00 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. 

Every Shabbat, between 250 to 300 people attend the tefillot. On Shabbat morning, we merit hearing a 
shiur on the Ben Ish Chai given by the Rav, shlita, at 7:20 a.m. Approximately 100 people attend this shiur.

On Shabbat afternoon, at 4:00 p.m., between 100 to 150 women attend a shiur given for them.
Most of the people who come on Shabbat are French, since the shiurim are given in that language. Conversely, 

during the week, the shiurim are given in Ivrit, so most of the people who come are Israelis.
When I announce that the Rav is conducting a kabbalat kahal during the week, the list of those who wish 

to see him is filled within ten minutes. The kabbalat kahal lasts from ten until five, and each person gets 
approximately five minutes to ask the Rav’s advice or blessing.

“You’re speaking about Ra’anana!” Michael Ben Shushan explains: “The people in this town would never 
have entertained the thought of keeping Torah and growing spiritually. Look how far they have come. This is 
all in the merit of the Rav, in whose shade we are privileged to bask. This is the tremendous power of the Rav, 
who brings close every Jew, wherever he is holding.” It is a tremendous merit for us that the Rav of Ra’anana, 
the gaon Rabbi Yitzchak Peretz, shlita, welcomed Harav Pinto, shlita, with his blessing. Hagaon Rabbi Peretz 
graces the halls of the Beit Midrash by giving a most interesting shiur there. The first time he came, Rabbi 
Peretz expressed his amazement at the beauty and splendor of the place, and the great number of people who 
come to learn and pray here. “It is a merit for our city that there is such a beautiful spiritual pearl within it,” 
he said, continuing by expressing his hopes that the Beit Kenesset will further develop the city spiritually.

The Kollel Kol Chaim - Changing the Face of Ra'anana
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Michael relates the example of a Jew in his seventies who came to the Beit Kenesset one day: 
When I asked if there was a Levi in the congregation, he got up and said that he is a Levi. He 
was called up to the Torah. I showed him where we were up to in the reading, as is stipulated in 
halachah. He looked at the letters… and began to read.

For a moment, I thought he had become confused and told him, “Berachah! Berachah!” He 
stopped reading and looked at me as if he didn’t know what I wanted from him. I told him to make 
the blessing on the Torah before reading it. He apologized: “This is the first time I have ever seen a 
Sefer Torah inside”… Michael becomes visibly excited when remembering the following story. A 

man lived above a certain Beit Kenesset in the city, but was known to never set foot in it. After the 
Rav, shlita, came to Ra’anana, this Jew came to our Beit Kenesset to pray with the congregation three 
times a day. He does not smoke a cigarette on Shabbat, and even learns for an hour each day. The 
merits he is gathering in This World will surely stand him in good stead in the Next. The Rav’s love 

for each Jew, his sweet words, and pleasant manner have enveloped this Jew and many more, enabling 
them to taste the sweetness of Torah and be enlightened by its illumination.

Recently, the Rav, shlita, turned to this man and said, “Had I established this Beit Kenesset for you 
alone, it would have been worth it!”

In the middle of the winter, the city council asked us to make a “Shabbat Bakashot” on the Shabbat of 
Parashat Beshalach. Sefardic communities are accustomed to gather on this Shabbat after the nighttime 
seudah to sing holy piyutim composed by the great people of former generations.

This was not a difficult request to fulfill. This was the second year that we would celebrate such a Shabbat 
in Ra’anana. Approximately fifty men had attended the Shabbat Bakashot, the previous year. But the council 
asked us to advertise the event so that more people would come 
this year.

So we advertised. And this year, approximately three hundred 
people came!

Chaim Goldman, the deputy head of the council, and Yisrael 
Yossi Lipshutz, the director of the department of heritage, also 
attended the event. They were most impressed by what took 
place. Since then, they have occasionally come to the Beit 
Kenesset. They, as well as all the inhabitants of the city and 
its surroundings are happy and thankful that the Rav and his 
community have come to Ra’anana.

Shabbat Bakashot
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For Information:

Paris: 01-42-08-25-40   06-50-61-73-38
Lyon: 04-78-03-89-14   06-62-83-26-26

New York: 1212-721-0230       Mexico: 525-5545-5098
Argentina: 54-911-4070-4098     Israel: 972-2-6433605

Email: wmhevratpinto@gmail.com

To the Hillulah of the Holy
Rabbi Chaim Pinto, zt”l

The Miracle-Worker
Headed by his descendant, the Tzaddik

Rabbi David Chananya Pinto, shlita 

With Direct Flights from Paris to Essaouira 
and Return from Essaouira to Paris

September 22, 2016 – September 25, 2016

Limited Places!
Hurry to register in advance in order to guarantee your places

The Greatest Event of the Year!



The Hillulah 
 of Rabbi Chaim 

Pinto, zy”a  
Morocco 

In the Tents of the Tzaddikim
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Moreinu 
v’ Rabbeinu’s Journey 

 to the Graves of 
Tzaddikim in 
 the Ukraine 

In the Tents of the Tzaddikim
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New...New...New...
App. «Rabbi David Pinto» for 

smartphones.
Videos, Photos, Infos, Parsha of the 

week, Tehilim of the day,
Halacha, Articles, push...

Please click on the image to download 
the app.



The 
 Tu B'Shevat 

 Feast in Orot Chaim 
U 'Moshe 

 in Ashdod
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In the Tents of the Tzaddikim




