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“Take from yourselves a portion 
for Hashem, everyone whose 
heart motivates him shall bring 
it, as the gift for Hashem” 
(Shemot 35:5).
I always wondered why it says 
“take” and not “give”; were the 
Bnei Yisrael not being asked to 
donate towards the Mishkan? If so, 
it seems more appropriate for the 
people to be told “give”?
We know the Mishkan served as an 
atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf. 
This sin was a terrible transgression; from 
that point right until today there is no punishment 
that befalls Bnei Yisrael that doesn’t contain a small 
measure of atonement for this sin. We are still suffering 
from it today. Why is this? Because until today we cannot 
grasp how they came to commit this sin.
It is indeed surprising how the Bnei Yisrael, the Dor De’ah, 
who experienced all the miracles in Mitzrayim and at the 
Yam Suf, could stumble and reach a stage of making the 
Golden Calf.
Indeed, the wrath this aroused in Hashem, for which 
He wished to destroy Bnei Yisrael, was because of this 
extreme transformation — “They have strayed quickly 
from the way” (Shemot 32:8). Particularly because they 
had shown utter devotion and faithfulness to Hashem 
by saying, “We will do and we will listen,” and now they 
were disappointing Hashem to this extent; they were 
renouncing everything with a sin that could only be 
corrected through extermination.
In order to understand this, we will quote the following 
Gemara (Shabbat 88a): Rabbi Eliezer said, at the time 
when Bnei Yisrael preceded “we will listen” with “we will 
do,” a Heavenly Voice proclaimed, “Who revealed this 
secret to My children, that the angels use?” This attribute 
of “na’aseh v’nishma” is appropriate for angels who don’t 
possess a yetzer hara and therefore they can accept to do 
something before knowing what it is. But man, as long 
as he is alive, has an evil inclination who limits him and 
he cannot agree to do something before hearing what 
it is  that is requested from him. Think for a minute. If 
a tzaddik would ask you, “Would you like to perform a 
mitzva?” Your automatic answer will be, “Yes my master, 
which mitzva would you like me to perform?” Is there a 
flaw in wanting to know what he is referring to? Of course 
not, for this is the correct order; first to hear and then 
afterward to fulfill.
If so, when Am Yisrael said “we will do” before “we will 
listen,” they climbed up to an above-human level, a level 

that is above nature, and when they 
sinned with the Golden Calf they 
fell from that level with dizzying 
speed; the fall was terrible and 
aroused terrible anger. Had their 
ascent occurred in stages, step after 
step, it would have offered them 
more protection. It is well-known 
that at the time of Matan Torah 
Bnei Yisrael reached the highest 

level, they achieved perfection of 
creation and were considered like 

Adam HaRishon before he sinned. 
When a person considers the words of the 

Chessed L’Avrohom, he will be astounded to reveal the 
greatness of man. He explains that all of the four celestial 
worlds — atzilut, bri’ah, yetzira and assi’ah; are an intrinsic 
part of man who contains the pipes of all abundance. The 
moment a person sins, it is impossible to describe the 
degree of ruin and destruction he causes in the world.
When Bnei Yisrael sinned with the Golden Calf they lost the 
gift they received from the angels — the two crowns with 
which each one was bestowed, and they also forfeited the 
experience they merited at Har Sinai of “seeing” sound, 
as it says (Shemot 20:15), “The entire people saw the 
thunder.” In addition, all the names of Hashem flew out of 
them and they were left empty. In order to correct this sin, 
Hashem said to them, “Take from yourselves a portion 
for Hashem… gold, silver, copper… Every wise-hearted 
person among you shall come and make everything that 
Hashem has commanded. The Tabernacle, its Tent, and 
its Cover… the purple and scarlet wool.” They were told to 
bring to Betzalel the entire assortment of materials that 
were needed for constructing the Mishkan, the vessels 
and the garments. 
The Gemara tells us (Berachot 54a) that Betzalel knew 
how to combine the letters with which heaven and earth 
were created. He knew how to direct and inject the names 
of Hashem, as if, into all the materials which were used for 
making the Mishkan, its vessels and the holy garments. 
Upon the completion of the Mishkan, Hashem would rest 
His Shechina inside it and this is how the Bnei Yisrael 
would receive Divine influence. And this is how the holy 
Names, that departed when they made the Golden Calf, 
would once again become part of them.
One can say that by using the words “Take from 
yourselves,” Hashem was implying: take from your very 
selves. What does this refers to? To a person’s money. For 
in man’s eyes money is as important to him as his body, 
and since this is so, when he gives a donation to Hashem, 
it is as if he has offered his very self to Hashem.
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On Entering and Leaving

FROM THE
TREASURY
Based on the teachings 

of Moreinu v‘Rabbeinu  
Hagaon Hatzaddik Rabbi 

David Chananya Pinto, shlita

“The entire assembly of the Children of Israel 
went out from Moshe’s presence” (Shemot 35:20).
Moshe Rabbeinu gathered all the people together in 
an open space, for there was no place big enough 
to house all of them. This gives rise to a difficulty 
because if so, once he finished speaking with them, 
it does not seem appropriate to use the expression 
“went out.” 
The Ohr Pnei Moshe addresses a different detail:
Why does the verse say that they left Moshe’s presence 
and not Hashem’s presence? Since Hashem’s glory 
fills the entire world and it is impossible to take 
leave of it, therefore the verse stresses from Moshe’s 
presence.
However, this still leaves us to explain the use of the 
expression “went out.”
The following mashal can help us understand. When 
a person goes to a tzaddik for a beracha or to ask 
advice, he enters the room concerned and distressed, 
and once he hears words of encouragement and 
blessing, he feels encouraged and is noticeably calmer.
This is what happened with Bnei Yisrael; they sinned 
with the Golden Calf and waited apprehensively for 
Moshe to descend after being with Hashem. What 
did Hashem tell Moshe? What was in store for them? 
They were concerned and anxious. When Moshe 
came down the day after Yom Kippur which fell 
on a Tuesday, he gathered all the people together 
(Wednesday) and told them that Hashem had 
commanded to build the Mishkan and bring gold 
and silver and through that they would atone for the 
Golden Calf. On hearing this, Am Yisrael were greatly 
encouraged. Hashem was willing to forgive them and 
will rest His Shechina among them. Over the next 
two days, Thursday and Friday, the people set about 
bringing their donations. They were commanded 
not to bring donations on Shabbat for building the 
Mishkan does not take precedence to observing 
Shabbat. Therefore the verse uses the term, “they 
went out from Moshe’s presence,” for now when they 
left him they were in a different frame of mind than 
when they had entered.
This teaches us an important lesson: When a person 
begins praying or learning, it cannot be that after 
praying he remains in the same state and with 
the same thoughts he entertained before the 
tefillah. On the contrary, he must bring himself 

to a more joyful state for “The orders of 
Hashem are upright, gladdening the 

heart” (Tehillim 19:9).

Take a Look at Your Week
“On six days, work may be done, but the seventh day shall 
be holy for you” (Shemot 35:2).
The Sandlar, Rabbi Moshe Yakov Rabikov, zt”l, explains this 
commandment with a mashal:
When one describes someone as being a Rosh Yeshiva, the 
intention is that he is considered the “head,” the chosen one, 
out of all the talmidim of the yeshiva. Similarly, an Av Beit Din 
is the elected and greatest of all the Dayanim. Lehavdil, the 
title Chief Thief, implies that this person is the worst and most 
corrupt of the entire group.
In the Shabbat prayer we say, “’Most coveted of days,’ You 
called it.” Shabbat is the most superior day of the week, but in 
order to know if this is an honorable description or chalilah, 
the opposite, we have to look at how a person behaves during 
the other six days. If he is immersed in Torah learning and lives 
a life of Torah and mitzvot, then the epithet “most coveted of 
days” is a noble description. But if, chalilah, a person wastes 
his time and occupies himself with shameful deeds and bad 
middot, then the description of Shabbat as “chemdat yamim” 
is a disgrace and embarrassment for Shabbat.
This is what the verse is hinting to: “These are the things that 
Hashem commanded, to do them: On six days…” If, during the 
six days one behaves in the appropriate manner, then “…the 
seventh day shall be holy for you” — he will climb even higher 
and will become sanctified from the holiness of Shabbat.

When Does a Carpenter  
Receive his Wages?

“Moshe saw the entire work, and behold! — they had done 
it as Hashem had commanded, so they had done! And 
Moshe blessed them” (Shemot 39:43).
Would it not have been more appropriate for Moshe to bless 
them only once the Mishkan had been set up, for only then 
would it be clear how meticulous they had been in constructing 
everything according to the exact instructions fitting for their 
placement in the Mishkan? What was the urgency to bless 
them on the completion of each piece of work?
Rabbi Gavriel Zev Margaliot points out that the way of the 
world is that when a carpenter accepts a job, for example 
to make doors and windows, even once he has finished the 
construction he will not receive the entire sum he has been 
promised until the doors and windows are secured in their 
place, for it could be that when setting them in place some 
slight adjustments might be necessary.
However, with the work of the Mishkan this was not so since 
all their work was accompanied by Divine assistance, as the 
verse tells us: “He filled them with a wise heart to do every 
craft” — to complete each piece of work according to its exact 
measurements and requirements. Therefore it was clear that 
when setting up the Mishkan there would be no need for any 
adjustments.
Therefore, Moshe Rabbeinu did not hold back the blessing 
they deserved until the Mishkan was completed, but as soon as 
“Moshe saw the entire work, and behold! — they had done it as 
Hashem had commanded” — without any deviation, this was 
immediately followed by “And Moshe blessed them.”
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WALKING IN 
THEIR WAYS
Tidbits of faith and trust  
penned by Moreinu v‘Rabbeinu 
Hagaon Hatzaddik Rabbi  
David Chananya Pinto, shlita

“On six days, work may be done, but the seventh day 
shall be holy for you” (Shemot 35:2).
I was once in Europe for a time and I participated in 
many rallies which were held for the sake of bolstering 
and establishing Torah institutions. These were not 
institutions with which we are affiliated and I did this 
without any personal gain, for that is what is expected 
of us. One must also show concern and take an interest 
in other people’s affairs. If donating from one’s time for 
others is important, all the more so one who contributes 
from his time to Hashem, and dedicates his entire 
Shabbat for tefillah and Torah. By doing so, all his six 
days of work are blessed, for Shabbat is the source of 
blessing; the work of the six days is then done by itself.
I became acquainted with someone from abroad whose 
business was flourishing, and he used to approach me 
from time to time for a blessing to be successful in 
his dealings. I noticed he was never concerned about 
spiritual matters and never asked for a blessing in this 
regard.
When he approached me last, I said to him — you should 
know that any success you enjoy has nothing to do with 
the merit of Rabbeinu Chaim Pinto, zy”a, in whose merit 
I bless people. All your success originates from the satan, 
and it is that alone which is causing your business to 
thrive. You should know that after one hundred and 
twenty years, the satan and his entourage will be the 
ones to greet you…
My words took him by surprise and he was overcome 
with great fear.
I didn’t let up and rebuked him further: Do you think 
that one who violates Shabbat by keeping his store open 
will be protected by the merit of Rabbi Chaim Pinto? 
Do you think Rabbi Chaim will bless him? Accept upon 
yourself to observe Shabbat, and then you will 
be blessed from the source of blessings; this is a 
blessing from a pure source. If you donate your time 
to the Creator of the World, He will also contribute 
and assist you in your endeavors.
I remember that my father and mentor, Rabbeinu 
Moshe Ahron Pinto. zy”a, used to say, “One who 
wishes to strengthen himself in avodat Hashem, 
should strengthen himself in observing Shabbat and 
its holiness, for this is the foundation of everything.”
My illustrious father used to say that whatever he 

requests from Hashem is in the merit of the holiness 
of Shabbat, for observing Shabbat as is expected 

of us is an exceedingly great merit. 

Shabbat — The Source of Blessings  
for the Entire Week

“Take from yourselves a portion for Hashem” 
(Shemot 35:5).
The Gaon Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik, zt”l, once travelled 
to Minsk on behalf of the Yeshiva of Volozhin which 
was in dire financial straits. In Minsk lived two of the 
yeshiva’s gabbaim, remarkable Torah personalities who 
excelled in yirat Shamayim and generosity.
When Rabbi Chaim arrived, he went to the house of 
one of the gabbaim and told him of the reason for his 
visit. Even though the sum he was seeking to raise was 
enormous, the gabbai nevertheless promised Rabbi 
Chaim that he would take care of the matter. On hearing 
this generous offer, Rabbi Chaim remained in the 
gabbai’s home and spent his time learning Torah. 
After some time had passed, Rabbi Chaim asked his host 
how the fundraising for the yeshiva was progressing. He 
replied that he has already procured half the amount.
Rabbi Chaim was extremely happy to hear the good 
news and went back to his learning.
About a month later, Rabbi Chaim asked the gabbai if 
he had been able to obtain the rest of the amount. He 
replied that indeed he now has the entire sum. Rabbi 
Chaim rejoiced and returned to Volozhin to repay the 
yeshiva’s debts.
A short while later, the two gabbaim came to Rabbi 
Chaim for a din Torah. The “offender” was the very 
gabbai who had collected the entire sum the yeshiva 
required in order to repay its debts.
The second gabbai presented a serious complaint against 
him: “I take a stand against this gabbai who gave Rabbi 
Chaim the entire amount from his own money! We have 
always been faithful partners in all our mitzva dealings; 
I, too, wish to donate half the sum from my money so 
that I can be a partner in this worthy mitzva…”
When Rabbi Chaim heard that the Gabbai had given 
the entire amount from his own pocket, he asked him, 
“If this is the case, why did you keep me in your house 
for over a month; why did you not give me the money 
straight away?”
This is what the benevolent gabbai answered: “Do you 
think it is so easy to give away such a large sum of 
money? In order to part with half the amount I had to 
work on myself in order to conquer my natural desire 
for money, and after that I continued with my inner 
battle until I convinced myself to give the other half!” 
The words of this noble gabbai clarify for us the 
intention of the verse in using the expression, “take from 
yourselves.” A person is required to work on himself to 
donate wholeheartedly for Hashem. When donating for 
the Mishkan, this feeling was especially important, since 
the Torah required that only one whose heart motivated 
him should give. This is why the donors were required 
to “take from themselves.”

WORDS OF  
THE SAGES

Fighting One’s Desire
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To receive a daily Torah insight

In the tzaddik Rabbi Chaim’s house, there 
is an oil candle burning constantly for the 
elevation of the tzaddik’s soul. It is in the 
room where Rabbi Chaim used to learn Torah 
together with Eliyahu Hanavi. Many people 
come to visit this room to study Torah or 
pray there. Whoever wishes can add oil to the 
burning candle. There are those who consider 
this a special segulah. 
R’ David Loyb wanted to add oil to the burning 
candle. He entered the room and filled the 
candle holder and prayed there. Meanwhile, 
one of the grandsons of the tzaddik, who lived 
in the house, came into the room. A petty 
argument erupted between the two, and in a 
fit of rage, the grandson took the cup full of oil 
and spilled it over R’ Loyb’s head.
R’ Loyb was wearing a gray suit and a white 
shirt. He was drenched with oil, which stained 
his suit from top to bottom. 
He stalked out of the room and headed 
straight to the police station. He intended 
to file a complaint against the grandson of 
the tzaddik. When he arrived at the station, 
he found the policemen eating lunch. He 
approached one of the officers and requested 
to file a complaint. The policeman looked at 
him, surprised at his disheveled and dirty 
appearance. “Mr. Loyb, what happened to 
you?”
After R’ Loyb finished describing what had 
occurred in the tzaddik’s house, the policeman 
told him, “Look, we are in the middle of our 
break. Come back in an hour and then I will 

write a report about the incident.”
When R’ Loyb returned home, his wife could 
not believe her eyes. He told her what had 
happened, but despite his mortification, she 
advised him, “Forget about your complaints 
and go wash up.”  
R’ Loyb took off his suit and shirt and draped 
them over a chair in the kitchen. He took a 
shower, prayed Ma’ariv, and before getting 
into bed, told his wife that early in the 
morning he would go to the police station to 
file a complaint.
That night, he dreamed that the tzaddik 
Rabbi Chaim appeared to him and told him, 
“My son, do not go tomorrow morning to file 
a complaint at the police station.”
R’ Loyb woke up with a start. However, 
fatigue overcame him, and he fell back asleep. 
Again, Rabbi Chaim appeared to him in his 
dream and told him a second time, “My son, 
do not go tomorrow morning to the police 
station to file a complaint.”
In the morning, R’ Loyb prepared to go to 
the Beit Hakeneset to pray. He was taken 
completely by surprise by what he beheld in 
the kitchen. He could not believe his eyes and 
was convinced that he was still dreaming. 
He screamed to his wife to come at once. 
She came in alarm and asked her husband, 
“David, what happened?”
R’ Loyb pointed at the chair, and then his 
wife, too, could not believe her eyes. The suit 
was draped over the chair clean and pressed, 
without a drop of oil on it. It looked brand 
new, as if it had been bought on that day. 
On the table lay his shirt, folded and freshly 
starched. 
R’ Loyb witnessed the wonders before him 
and realized that they could have occurred 
only through the powers of the tzaddik. 

The Laundered Suit

MEN OF FAITH FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“Every wise-hearted woman spun 
with her hands” (Shemot 35:25).
In the city of Worms, on Isru Chag of 
Succot (sometimes a day or two after), 
the women had a custom to gather in the 
courtyard of the Beit Haknesset between 
Mincha and Ma’ariv, by the entrance to 
the ezrat nashim, dressed in their finest 
festive clothing.
Most of the women, especially the 
adolescent girls, would join hands and 
circle the courtyard singing “Yigdal” and 
other songs that one sings in honor of 
a chatan and kallah, all in honor of the 
Torah.
Then the women would enter the ezrat 
nashim, where one of the adolescent 
boys would announce the duties of the 
women for the entire year and negotiate 
their selling. These obligations included: 
cleaning and organizing the Beit 
Haknesset, folding the tablecloths and 
coverings of the Sifrei Torah, preparing 
the wicks and lighting the candles and 
drawing water for washing hands in the 
courtyards of the men and women.
The money the women paid in exchange 
for the honor of performing these tasks 
was not given over to the gabbaim; 
instead two pious ladies were appointed 
to be responsible for the money, which 
they used to buy wax to light candles in 
the ladies section throughout the year.

History is Replete with  
Wise-hearted Women


